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& arrangements... 
there’s no mess either! 



SPECIAL OFFER! 


20 % 


Was moo 

Now £11.99 

If you quote Ref: GN15A 



Bucket not 
inducied 


This fabulous craft kit is a superb gift 
that will keep your children thoroughly 
entertained for hours! 

The set contains everything they will need to create a stunning bouquet of 
48 multi-coloured foam flowers (including eight different kinds of flowers!). 

There’s no need for glue or even scissors! It all just pops apart and 
creatively together! 


Buy Now! Cali 0844 848 2823 

quote ref. GN15A to receive your 20% discount 

or visit www.happypuzzle.co.uk/flowers 



Ideal for ages 5 to 15. Box size approx 32.5cm x 23.5cm 



Happy 

Puzzle 

Company 


To Get Your 20% Discount You Must Quote Promotional Code: GN15A 


wJ TRUST 



★ ★ ★ 


RATED 4.6 OUT OF 5 FROM OVER 21,000 REVIEWS! 


Send coupon to: 'Flower Kit’ Garden News Offer 
c/o THPC, PO Box 586, Elstree, Herts WD6 3XY 


GN15A 


Order Code 

Item: 

Qty 

Was 

Now 

Total 

HAPFLS 

t x ‘Flower Kit’ 20% OFF! 


~m9tL 

£11.99 


HAPFLS 

2 x ‘Flower Kit’ £6 OFF! 



£23.98 



Standard Delivery (approx. 3 to 5 days) 

Please note that offer code also discounts delivery by £1 

(regular p and p £4.95 ) FREE UK delivery on orders over £50!_ 

Next Day Delivery - Order before 2pm and receive your order on the 
next working day (excludes weekends and Bank Holidays) 

Grand Total 


£3.95 


£8.95 


Title 


Initial 


Surname 


Address 


Postcode 


Daytime Telephone Number 

I enclose a cheque / postal order, payable to THPC □ Value £ 


Or please debit my credit / debit card □ 




Card No, 
Expiry Date 
Print Name 


Valid From Date 


issue No. 


Signature 


3 Digit Security Code. 
Date 


The Happy Puzzle Company would like to permit carefully chosen third party companies to contact 
you with special offers from time to time. If you don’t wish to receive this information, please tick 
hereD 

* Our 0344 numbers cost 7p per minute plus your phone company's access charge. 

Offer ends 11.59pm 31st March 2021! 
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o many people have 
reported that during 
lockdown, they became 
much more aware of the 
nature around them. This was 
probably due, in part, to the fact 
we've all had more time to stop 
and look, but also the lack of cars 
on the road meant that we could 
hear more - and less pollution 
surely played its part, too. 

In my garden, the hum of bees 
through the day has been much 
clearer, particularly in late afternoon. 
But more than anything this year, 
our local birdlife has really thrived - 

so much so that 
on more than 
one occasion 
recently, I've 
been awoken 
by a very 
loud 4am 
dawn chorus! 

If one good 
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thing comes from this very strange 
period we've endured in 2020, it 
could be a greater awareness of 
the world around us. Certainly we 
should all take that time to look and 
listen at nature more -1 know the 
environment is high among the 
concerns of GN readers, and every 
little thing we can do to help it is to be 
applauded. It's always worth looking 
at Karen Murphy's Natural Gardener 
feature (page 10) and her Small Ways 
To Make A Big Difference - there's 
always something we can do! 

Elsewhere this week, I love our 
feature on those plants that just keep 
on blooming - they look wonderful 
and definitely make life easier. 

Salvias perform that role best in my 
garden but there are lots of other 
plants I need to try, too -1 fancy 
I might have to widen my borders! 

As ever at this time of year, there 
is so much to do - isn't it wonderful? 
Have a great gardening week! 



Garden News 
Editor 
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FOR MORE > / 

details Mi 


Get your favourite gardening 
mag delivered to your door for 

JUST £4.50 
A MONTH! 

Includes FREE POSTAGE 
AND more than £120 WORTH 
of FREE SEEDS over the year 


ISAGAA 


01858 438884 or 


^ www.greatmagazines.co.uk/gn 


51 Win prizes with our crossword 

53 Add colour with rock roses from the Garden 
News Shop 

54 Save on spectacular shrubs 


GN staff are currently all working from home and unfortunately cannot receive readers' 
mail - but if you are able to email your letters and pictures, please do! 


Our cover star: 
Clematis 'Bijou' 

We can always try and 
squeeze in more plants, 
and why wouldn't you want 
to grow a marvellous mini 
clematis? We pick the best 
varieties on page 22. 


Get in touch! 

#GNREALGARDENS 


Facebook.com/GardenNewsOfficiaL 
Twatter.com/GardenNewsMag 
Inslagram@gardennewsmagazine 
Email gn.letters@bauermedia.co.uk 


Britain's most trusted voice in gardening 
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Plants that keep 
on blooming j 


Plant up a Vmm 
striking specimen 
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Harrogate 

Harrogate Autumn Flower 
Show, scheduled for September 
18-20 at new venue Newby HaLL 
Gardens, has been cancelled 
by organisers, the North of 
England Horticultural Society. 
The next event will be the 
2021 Harrogate Spring Flower 
Show on ApriL 22-25 at the 


show cancelled 


Great Yorkshire Showground. 

"We're very disappointed 
2020 wilL go down as the year 
there were no Harrogate Flower 
Shows to open and close the 
gardening season, but the safety 
of our visitors, exhibitors and the 
wider public must come first," 
said Show Director Nick Smith. 


"We hope that 2021 will 
bring better news for everyone 
and that Harrogate FLower 
Shows will come back stronger 
than ever next April!" 

■ Visit www. 
flowershow.org.uk 

■ Newby HaLL & Gardens is now 
open (www.newbyhall.com). 



T he National Sweet Pea 

Society (NSPS) is hosting 
a 'Fun Virtual Sweet Pea 
Show' this summer, in place of its 
postponed National Exhibitions. 
You don't have to be a member 
and it's free to enter. Besides 16 
classes for members, the two 
non-members classes are a single 


stem of any sweet pea and an 
arrangement of any type(s) of 
sweet pea, either mixed or a single 
variety presented in any container 
'There are also classes for Spencer 
varieties as well as Old Fashioned 
and modern Grandiflora/Semi- 
Grandiflora types and species 
lathyrus, other than L. odoratus. 


As exhibitors are unlikely to 
access traditional show vases 
and bowls, entries staged in other 
suitable containers will be accepted. 
When completed, entries should 
be photographed and sent by 
email forjudging. As NSPS judges 
traditionally inspect each stem and 
flower as well as the overall exhibit 


entrants should photograph their 
exhibits as clearly as they are able 
to enable judges to be as objective 
as possible. For entry details, show 
schedule and rules visit www. 
sweetpeas.org.uk. Show manager 
Graeme Hollingdale will answer 
any questions you may have. 

■ Contact graeme@ 
graemehollingdale.com. 
Entries must be submitted 
by July31.2020. 
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Eden looks 
at new centre 
in Scotland 

C ornwall's Eden Project is 
currently investigating the 
prospect of a new attraction 
in Dundee, Scotland. The proposal, 
provisionally dubbed Eden Project 
Scotland, would form part of Eden's 
portfolio of projects in Morecambe, 
Derry-Londonderry and Portland 
and developments in Australia, New 
Zealand, China and Costa Rica. 

The feasibility study will look for 
a suitable site for the project and 
explore the potential for creating 
jobs. Eden is working with Dundee 
City Council and the University of 
Dundee, supported by businesses 
and institutions in the area. 

"The city was traditionally known 
for its 'jute, jam and journalism’ to 
which we would hope to add some 
joy, jubilation and, if not an actual 
jungle, at least the spirit that enabled 
us to build one under cover in an 
abandoned quarry in Cornwall," said 
Eden Project International Chief 
Executive David Harland. 

The Eden Project has partially 
reopened its 30-acre outdoor 
gardens. The Rainforest, 
Mediterranean Biomes and The 
Core education centre remain 
closed until the project can reopen 
all areas, with July 4 set as a 
provisional date. Anyone wanting to 
visit will need to pre-book online. 

■ Visit www.edenproject.com. 



Try your Luck miir 
exhibiting sweet peas! 






TANGY 


FRUIT 


Clematis 'Blue Angel' 

Given the Award of Garden Merit by the RHS in 2002, 
Polish-bred 'Btekitny Aniol or ’Blue Angel is very 
free-flowering, producing hundreds of flowers from 
June to September. It's ideal for growing in a pot or 
against a fence or wall, in any aspect and in any moist, 
weLL-drained soil. H: 3m (10ft), S: 1.2m (4ft). Price: £10. 
From: www.tayLorscLematis.co.uk; teL: 01302 700716. 


HEAVENLY FLOWERER 


Due to Covid-19, suppliers may temporarily suspend order Lines and deliveries may take longer than usual 


Campsis tagliabuana 
'Trumpet Fire’ 

This compact variety isn’t as vigorous 
as other varieties, yet produces typical 
showy heads of flared red-orange 
blooms from summer into autumn. 

It’s hardy and clings by means of aerial 
roots. Grow in any moist, well-drained 
soil in sun. H/S: 1.5m (5ft). Price: £21.99. 
From: www.thompson-morgan.com. 


red-orange 
trumpets 


Parthenocissus 
quinquefolia ‘Kirigami’ 

This is the first variety of Virginia creeper 
to have deeply incised leaves. It has 
the same vigour as the species, with 
spectacular autumn colour. Grow in any 
situation in any moist, well-drained soil. 
H: 12m (39ft), S: 5m (leViftl Price: £10.99. 
From: www.wellandvalegarden 
inspirations.co.uk; tel: 01572 822729. 


Passiflora edulis 'Frederick* 

I Grow your own passion fruit! This frost- 

\ tender, evergreen climber produces purple 
| and white blooms that turn into tangy 
t flavoured fruit in autumn. Grow in a large 

| container on the patio and train up an 

| obelisk. Move indoors over the winter. 

| H: 8m (25ft), S: 2m (6ft). Price: £8.49. 
g From: www.thompson-morgan.com. 
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Editor at large Ian Hodgson's 

pick of the best new plants and 
a tried and tested favourite 


Subscribe for just £4.50 a month! Go to www.greatmagazmes.co.uk/gn 
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SUPPLIED AS 12 
JUMBO PLUGS 

ONLY 


+p&p 


3 EACH OF 4 
COLOURS 


Peter McDermott, 

Head Gardener & Plant Expert. Vet&r 


Q uite possibly one of the most 
colourful of the creeping phloxes, 
this dainty, evergreen perennial is a 
versatile solution for a colourful spring 
garden, perfect for planting in drifts for 
a carpet of colour through April and into 
May, or dotted around to fill gaps and 
keep weeds at bay. 

With an abundance of 5-petalled star-like 
flowers along with distinctive needle¬ 
like leaves, each plant will spread to 
60cm (2ft) across. The perfect choice for 
rock gardens and for edging paths and 
borders. Can be grown in mixed borders 
in full sun as well as in all manner of 
containers - a plant for every occasion! 

As well as making an invaluable ground- 
cover plant and weed suppressent, hardy 
carpet phlox is a low or no maintenace 
hardy plant needing very little in the 
way of aftercare, making it the perfect 
plant for those new to gardening or with 

notime for faddy garden divas. MB' 

• Low-maintenace solution 
• Fragrant Aroma %£rJm 

• Keep Weeds At Bay *1 

• Attractive to Bees >7 

and Butterflies 

r— • Supplied fJHp* 

y _ as 12 xSfl 

Jumbo 

-OfrUn PlUgS 


9-mr * 


AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT! 


Care For, Keep The Weeds 
* Pollinators Love Them!" 


VALUE! 


Platinum 

Trusted 

Award 
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WINT 

HARC 

>YJ 


3 EASY WAYS 
TO ORDER NOW! 






USE CODE 

GN797 


www.YouGar 


0844 502 0050 

Calls cost 5p per min plus your network's access charge. 

or by post using coupon below to: Offer CN797 YouGarden, PO Box 637, Wether 


IMPORTANT - DUE TO VERY HIGH DEMAND PLEASE ALLOW UP TO 21 DAYS FOR DELIVERY 


EXTRA BONUS OFFER 


Blooming Fast Superior 
Soluble Fertiliser 500g 

The only fertiliser 
you need for more 
flowers, more 
fruit, and better 
roots and shoots! 

Use on all your 
plants for quick, 

Long-lasting 
results! 

ONLY £7.99 
SAVE £2! 

ITEM CODE 100062 

Offer available while stocks last. © YouGarden Ltd 2020 
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'Lazy' gardener lists huge wildlife tally in 
'ordinary' garden, writes IAN HODGSON 


A gardener who 

considers himself 
'lazy' has identified 
573 different species 
of animals, insect and plant life 
in his Cambridgeshire garden. 
Retired engineer Paul Rule 
started recording wildlife three 
years ago as part of an ongoing 
survey of 64 gardens in the 
county organised by Cambridge 
Natural History Society to 
investigate the value of different 
gardens as wildlife habitat. 

Paul's 30m (100ft) long 
suburban garden contains trees, 
shrubs and a pond. "All I do is cut 
the grass and don’t use chemicals 
My last project was planting 
a hedge of native shrubs and 
I keep my pond free of goldfish, 
after a heron ate them all," he 
said. "I was very surprised how 
many species, particularly 
dragonflies, were attracted by 
water. Everyone should definitely 
have a pond with no fish." 

Paul's garden contains 87 plant 
species, including a small colony 
of bee orchid and 26 species 
of moss in his lawn. The self- 


Paul setting up g 
his light trap 


Clockwise from left 
Bee orchid; swollen 
thighed beetle; 
smaLl elephant j j 
hawk-moth J A 


taught naturalist also recorded 412 
species of insect and 272 species 
of moth using a trap he bought. 
Spurred on by the pandemic 


lockdown, Paul discovered a further 
30 species of insect. "Over 50 per 
cent of the wildlife I identified is 
nocturnal, such as spiders and 


moths. I would encourage anyone 
to go out into the garden at night 
with a torch and try to identify what 
they see. They will be amazed." 


TWOOL GARDEN 
TWINE 


Designed to heLp SHMhhIK' 

dislodge roots while 

re-potting plants in 
difficult containers, 

this useful tool has a 40cm (14in) long, flat, 
flexible, stainless steeL blade with comfortable red 
beech grip. For stockists see www.sneeboer.com. 


Using Long lustre' wooL 
from Whiteface Dartmoor 
sheep, TwooL has created 
a sustainable, high-tensile 
twine in natural, as well 
as a wide range of colours, 
Ideal for a variety of 
purposes as weLL as 
flower arranging. From: 
www.twool.co.uk; 
tel: 01364 654467. 


HUSK HERB 
WINDOW BOX 


BURGON & BALL NATIONAL 
TRUST SECATEURS £19.99 

These stainless steel bypass secateurs 
from the B&B National Trust range has 
been drop forged with FSC wooden 
handles secured by brass rivets for a 
touch of classic style. Supplied in a stylish 
box, it makes an ideal gardening gift. Ten 
year guarantee. For stockists visit: www. 
burgonandbaLL.com; tel: 0114 233 8262. 


Keep your kitchen herbs to 
- 7 hand with this biodegradable 

--- | container made from 

agricultural waste, such 
as coffee husk, bamboo powder, nut husk, chaff 
and straw. Available in a range of five colours, the 
frost-proof container, which lasts for up to seven 
years before decaying, can be used inside or out. 
Not suitable for con tact with food. From: 
www.madewithhusk.com; tel: 01243 769032. 
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I 1 oxgloves are a much- 
I I loved classic cottage 

I ' garden plant, producing 

-L colourful spires of flowers 

in late spring and early summer. 

If you sow now you'll have 
stock of this biennial or short-lived 
perennial ready to plant out in 
autumn, so they establish over 
winter, enabling them to bloom 
to their full potential next year, all 
for very little effort and expense. 

Varieties bred from our native 
foxglove, Digitalis purpurea, are 
biennial, producing a rosette of 
textured leaves in the first year, 
erupting into a spire of blossom 
the second, then setting seed to 
carry on the cycle. Varieties come 
in a wide range of colours, from 
the normal purple, to red, pink, 
peach through to exquisite white 
forms, which look so elegant in 
borders and stand out in shady 
places. The degree of spotting 
in flowers also varies from a full 
blotch to being completely absent. 

There are also different flower 
forms and arrangements. 'Pam’s 
Split’ has elegantly slashed blooms, 
while 'Candy Mountain’ has clusters 


w 'Foxy 

Mixed 1 

Compact plant in 
varied colours. Ideal 
for smaller gardens and 
pots. H: 90cm (3ft), S: 
30cm (1ft). 

From www. mr- 
fothergiLLs.co.uk. j 


of upward- ^ 

facing flowers. 

Unfortunately, 
foxgloves are 
promiscuous, and 
apart from the wild 
species, named forms don't 
come completely true from 
seed. To avoid getting seedlings 
everywhere remove spent flower 
spikes and to keep the display 
pure buy your chosen variety each 
year, to have plants of different 
ages for a succession of bloom. 

Foxgloves are great pollinator 
plants, and the sight of bumblebees 
foraging for nectar is one of the 
delights of the spring garden. 
They're easy care and adaptable, 


How to grow 
your foxgloves 


growing in semi-shade to full sun, 
as long as the soil isn't droughted. 
Sow seed in a pot or seedbed. 
When seedlings are large enough 
pot them on into modules and 
grow on. If in the ground thin 
plantlets to 15cm (6in) apart and lift 
in the cooler days of autumn and 
replant where they are to flower. 


Sow your seed now in 
pots or modules or in 
rows in a seed bed. 


Grow seedlings in 
modules or in open 
ground. 


'Pam's Split 1 

Creamy white, burgundy 

blotched blooms attractively 

split. H: 1.2m (4ft), S: 30cm (1ft) 
From www.suttons.co.uk. 


'Candy Mountain 
Mixed' 

Sturdy with upward flowers 

H: 1.5m (5ft), S: 30cm (1ft). 
From www.dobies.co.uk. 


'Sutton's Apricot' 

A cottage garden favourite. Tall 

spikes of peachy-pink flowers. 

H: 1.5m (5ft), S: 30cm (1ft). 
From www.sarahraven.com. 


Grow plants on and 
place in position 
in the autumn. 


Due to Covid-19, suppliers may temporarily suspend order lines and deliveries may take longer than usuaL 


NEXT WEEK Gorgeous large-flowered penstemons 
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PHOTOS: WALTER'S GARDENS INC, WIKICOMMONS, SHUTTERSTOCK 


































T HE ONE AND ONLY dwarf 
variety of raspberry that grows 
to onfy one metre high and branche 
freely up to 50cm. 

Thornless stems make Ruby Beauty 
the perfect fruit to grow in containers 
on your patio or within a school garden. 
Children love the freedom of being able 
to gorge on a tasty, healthy treat whilst 
you don’t need to worry about them 
coming to any harm. 

Expect to pick an impressive 1.5kg of fruit 
per plant, which is much cheaper than 
buying from your local supermarket and 
also provides a great hobby. Simply plant 
into a large container of no less than 35cm 
wide with good drainage. Hardy perennial. 

Your order is covered by our No Quibble 
Guarantee and will be confirmed together 
with a copy of our latest 
catalogue. Your 12cm pots will 
be delivered within 14 days. 


ORDER ONLINE hayloft.co.uk 


BY PHONE 0844 335 1088 - QUOTE GN2520 • 


NAME & ADDRESS PLEASE SEND 

ITEM CODE 

PRICE 

QTY 

TOTAL 

1 x RUBY BEAUTY 

PTRRB01-GN2520 

£12 



3 x RUBY BEAUTY 

PTRRB03-GN2520 

£18 



P&P (UK ONLY) 




£4.95 

Postcode Tel 


TOTAL DUE 



I enclose Cheque/PO made payable to Hayloft Plants Ltd or please debit my Mastercard/Visa/Maestro 


Please enter the last 3 digits of your 

security code (CV2) 


Card no. 


Expiry date 






Start date 





Issue no 



CV2 




Send the coupon to: Hayloft Plants, FREEPOST RTGR-JAGJ-JETG, Pensham, Pershore WR10 3HB 

Calls cost 5p per minute plus your telephone company's network 
access charge. We may send Hayloft gardening catalogues in the 
future, if you prefer not to receive them, please call 01386 562999, 
Occasionally the advertised delivery date may change, however, this 
will be clearly stated on your order confirmation. 


EMAIL _ 

Order confirmation will be sent by email along with any future special offers and you may unsubscribe at any time. 



HAYLOFT PLANTS, MANOR FARM NURSERY, PENSHAM, PERSHORE, WORCESTERSHIRE WR10 3HB 






































































Valerian is a bee ■ B 
and butterfly magnet 


W ording and 

phrasing in the 
world of wildlife 
and eco-friendly 
gardening can be confusing at 
times. The importance of'native' 
or 'non-native' plants (both are 
beneficial), or does ‘organic’ mean 
'peat-free? (No, incidentally). And 
then you get on to planting the right 
flowers - should they be pollinator- 
friendly, nectar-rich or pollen-rich? 
Well, all of the above, really. But 
what’s the difference between 
pollen and nectar? Understanding 
a bit about both can open up a 
fascinating world of pollinator 
behaviour, and will improve your 
wildlife-gardening knowhow to 
help you plant up your plot. 

Nectar is a very sweet, vitamin- 
rich, high-energy carbohydrate 
liquid food for bees, butterflies, 
hoverflies and other insect 
pollinators - and they love it (a bit 
like us and sugary sweets). It's an 
essential daily food source to help 
them fly, start nesting and find 


mates - and for honeybees, the 
workers store it dehydrated in 
honeycomb as honey. Essentially 
it's the tasty reward a plant gives 
to its friendly insect visitors for 
coming and taking its pollen 
to other female flowers 
- 'pollinating' it, and thereby 
procreating for and safeguarding 
the future of the plant. 

Pollen is a protein-rich, fatty, 
yellow, sticky powder on male 
parts of the flower and is also a 
staple food for bees and other 
pollinators. Bees specifically 
gather it to feed their young - and 
their queen bees, which use it to 
ripen eggs - and they take it with 
them in little sacs on their back 
legs. Good quality pollen fed in 
abundance to bee larvae will 
produce stronger, larger and 
healthier adult bees. Butterflies, 
moths, wasps and hoverflies are 
helpful, inadvertent pollinators, 
but they don't feed their young 
with it like bees; they get protein 
from other sources, such as 


^ ; Cockchafers 

r /ft A familiar, * 

; attractive bug 
^ with brown tegs 
: and body, furry grey ** 

j neck and characteristic 
- fanned antennae. Noisy but 
! harmtess to us. 


aphids and leaves. Pollen quality 
varies, with some flowers - such as 
those in the pea and bean families 
- being Michelin-star food to 
produce the healthiest of bees. 

So, clovers and vetches, runner 
beans and peas are a given, but 
which are the other A-grade 
blooms? Here's my top 10, in no 


particular order: borage, foxgloves 
lavender, comfrey, catmint, 
valerian, buddleja, sedum 
(hylotelephium), ivy and Verbena 
bonariensis. Plant in threes or 
upwards so they make a beeline 
for your backyard! 


Seen any stag beetles? 

Join the Great Stag Hunt 
survey to build a national 
picture of sightings of this 
endangered species, www. 
ptes.org/get-involved/surveys. 


Bring in hoverflies 

Attract aphid-eating, 
pollinating hoverflies by 
adding anthemis species to 
your garden. Try Anthemis 
tinctoria or A . arvensis . 


Note garden wildlife 

Out of interest, to expand 
your identification knowledge 
or to help scientists, why 
not start noting your garden 
sightings in a diary? 


Check for nests 

With hedges growing rapidly, 
continue to check for bird 
nests before clipping, and 
avoid noisy electric shears 
if possible until September. 


MAKE A BIG DIFFERENCE 
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VIRESCO® AQUA POND CLEAR: RIDS ponds of blanketweed and algae 
DIGESTS orga nic waste • ELIMINATES nitrates * REDUCES phosphates 

IMPROVES pond water clarity * PROMOTES fish health 






A crystal clear pond in 
a few weeks with just 
one application! 

Clear your pond of summer 
algae and green water 

SAVE 10% on Viresco® Aqua • Non-chemical - 

- for a clean and healthy total| y bio| °g ica| 

> • # | . • Easy to use with a 

pond in a few weeks! , ong she!f , ife 

• Long lasting - one 
application lasts 
many months 

• Harmless to fish, 
plants and 
wildlife, even 
if overdosed 


Week 1 


Week 6 


Full instructions 
with every pack 


Viresco - the award winning pond clear, trusted 
by pond owners for more than 20 years! 

Viresco® Aqua uses a combination of micro-organisms that clean water by removing 
the soluble nutrients on which algae feeds and digesting the organic matter that 
makes your pond cloudy. This helps to improve the health of fish by increasing their 
food uptake and reducing disease. Viresco® is 100% organic and completely 
harmless to birds, fish, frogs, newts, pets, plants, insects and humans. It's 

so safe it can even be used in freshwater aquaria to keep the glass clean! 

* Best Buy 'Algae Control' listing for the last 
8 years running! 

"I regularly use Viresco® Aqua. Absolute value for money and does what 
they say it will and more." Mr K. Shenton 

"Within 24 hours of adding Viresco® Aqua to my pond, the blanket weed 
has started to disappear." Mr. 1 Colverson 










& 

^ A clear 
^ pond and 
healthier 
fV fish in a few 
weeks! 


SAVE 


today! 


POND SIZE GUIDE 

6,500 litres 12,500 litres 


25,000 litres 


2.5g Viresco® 
Aqua Small 
Pond Pack 


5g Viresco® 
Aqua Medium 
Pond Pack 


lOg Viresco® 
Aqua Large 
Pond Pack 


Order today online at www.mr-fothergills.co.uk/F20AVRGN4 

Or phone 0845 371 0518 8am to 8pm Monday to Friday and 9am to 5pm weekends. Calls cost 3p per minute plus your phone company's access charge 

Please post to: Mr Fothergill's, (F20AVRGN4), 

^ ~ Gazeley Road, Kentford, Newmarket, Suffolk CB8 7QB 

Your Guarantee of Satisfaction If your purchase fails to give satisfaction we 

will replace or refund without question. We'd like to continue sending you catalogues by post. If you 
would prefer not to receive them, please tick this box □, 



Name (Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss) 


Delivery Address 


Postcode 


Email Address 


Telephone 


I enclose my cheque made payable to Mr Fothergill's. Or debit my VISA 
Card number: 


Mastercard 


Valid from 


Expiry date: 


3 digit security code: 
(last 3 numbers on 
signature strip) 


Code 

F20AVRGN4 


SAVE 10% on Viresco®/! 

Lqua today! 

j Code 

Product 

Price , i Qty ; Total 

per pack ; j 

j 47332 

2.5g Viresco® Aqua Small Pond Pack 
(up to 6,500 litres} 

-£9:95- ! 

£8.96 j ! 

t " B 

■ ■ ■: ■ ■ i, ■■ a ■ j a f ■ ■ a. ■ ■ ii ■. ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ a. ■ ■ w ■.■■■■ | i ■ .1 1 ■■■■■■ m 1 ■ l ■ i a 1 ■ 1 ■ ■ ■ 

j 44751 

5g Viresco® Aqua Medium Pond Pack 
(up to 12,500 litres) 

£13.95 ; 

£12.56 j I 

X ■ 

j 44752 

ibg Viresco® Aqua Large Pond Pack 
(up to 25,000 litres) 

£2abo i I' 

£18.91 j j 

1 

j 48477 

25g Viresco® Aqua Extra Large Pond 
Pack (up to 70,000 litres) 

£39175 j i 

£35.78 j j 

1- - - - „ ................... ........ .. t...................... . 

j 49865 

50g Viresco® Aqua XXL Pond Pack 
(up to 140,000 litres) 

£72.50 i 
£65.25 i 


j 49867 

lOOg Viresco® Aqua XXXL Pond Pack 
(up to 280,000 litres) 

£135.00 i 
£121.50 j 

L* ■ * * .»****■,«»* a* « k J * *..... .*_ 



FREE Nitrate Test Kit- 

included with all Viresco® Aqua orders 

FREE i 1 

* 

FREE 



Name on Card 



Date 


i ■ * in * 


Offer subject to availability and cannot be used in conjunction 
with any other offer from Mr Fofhergiirs. See website for terms 
and conditions. Credit/debit cards charged at time of ordering. 
We think you r d enjoy some of the latest products and offers by 
post from other trusted retailers and organisations. If you would 
prefer not to receive these by post, please tick this box □, 
Details of these organisations can be found in our privacy 
statement at www.mr-fothergills.co.uk/privacy 


Postage & Packing 

TOTAL AMOUNT 


£1.95 


* Remember to quote your promotional 
code F20AVRGN4 at the checkout to 
receive your 10% Viresco® discount 
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When your pots get H w 

too dry and you try to 1 /i\ a 

water them but the water runs * / * 

through, this works very well / 

for me. A 1-litre milk bottle l %f\ 
with a pin hole lin from the ■ 
bottom and another pin hole 
at the top. When full, the bottle 
takes an hour to empty so the water soaks in. The 
holes need to be made by a pin, otherwise they 
are too big and the water comes out too fast and 
runs off. If you get small children to draw a man 
on the bottle and put the bottom hole slightly 
higher, it causes great amusement and you can 
get them to do all the watering foryou! 

Terry Ellacott, by email 

Simon says: Great idea Terry, and very 
useful in the recent spelt of dry weather 
we experienced! 


A Peckish 

Westwood Nestbox! 

£29.99 

Terry wins a Peckish 
Westwood Nestbox, which is a 
great way to help birds during 
the breeding season, courtesy 
of Westland. For more details 
about these products, visit 
www.gardenhealth.com. 


Thought people would like to know what lb 
to do with unused plastic containers...this I 
held fat balls but we converted it into pr™** 
a hedgehog house. We put cat food in 
and hedgehogs were in straight away. This 
saves the planet by reusing plastic and j— 
saves hedgehogs - a win, win! j - 

Linda Tippey, Facebook r 


I recently purchased a m“ ■ 
cheap, foldable potting t 
box and itjust so happens |£j§^, ™ 
to be the same width as « 
the shelves in my greenhouse. UV 
It now means I have a makeshift H 
potting bench inside the greenhouse 
that's the perfect height and can be 
folded away when not in use! IHH 

Jade Stokes, bv email rWWttl 


Inspired by GN’s own Nick Bailey, I built this 
cold frame from pallet wood and a £5 piece 
of polycarbonate from eBay. mmmmmmF** 

Mark Griffin, Hull 


Found a use for some offcuts of artificial grass 
Alan Hemsley, by email loRPbW 1 V 7 1 


Share them 
with our 
readers. See 
page 3 for 
our contact 
details 

#GNREAL 

GARDENS 


I am an essential worker and, at work during the day, the F 


lovely warm weather was drying out my hanging baskets, L 
so to keep them moist during the day, I put a hand full of ice I 
cubes in the basket before going to work. The ice slowly melts K 
and keeps them from drying out until I get home. It's quick and i 
easy to do and my baskets are doing very well. ^K5S9|B(Hp|{ 

Julie Martin, Fareham 


LOGIC 
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Sword 


Stunning 
Totally Hnrdy & Perfect 

Crank up the heat in your 
garden with this wonderfully 
impactful deciduous grass! 


Leaves 
e Pots!’ 


SAVE £5.00! 


I mperata ‘Red Baron' boasts 50cm long, blade-like 
leaves that emerge a rich green near the base, 
then turn more intensively red towards the tips 
in a glorious contrast that really makes an impact 
wherever you plant it. 

This versatile perennial grass is great for making a 
statement on its own in a large pot, or ^ 
when planted in mixed borders with other «k\ 
perennials, if you really want to make 
an impact, plant it en-masse in swathes, 
where it will quickly form large clumps of 
magnificent colour from early spring, deep 
into winter! 

‘Red Baron' is totally winter hardy and oh so ^ 
easy to grow - simply water it occasionally and 
cut it down to ground level once a year in early v 
spring... that’s it! 

Delivery within 21 working days, ^ 9 ^ 

• Deep, blood-red 

and bright green leaves! 

• Versatile - perfect for borders ' 

or pots! 

• Impactful, reliable displays every year. 
• Totally hardy and fuss free! 

• Buy 6 plants for just £24.98 
- saving £5.00! 


Blood Grass ‘Red Baron’ 

3 Established Plants in 9cm Pots • £14.99 

BUY 2 PACKS • £24.98 • SAVE £5.00! 


V 0844 502 0050 ^ wWW.YouG 

Calls cost 5p per min plus your network’s access charge, _ ww ww 

SI or by post using coupon below to: Offer GN796 YouGarden, PO B 


Direct To Yo 

BLOOD CRASS 


Door! 


3 Established Plants 
In 9cm Pots 


BUY 6 PLANTS 
FOR JUST £24.98 


Rich, blood-red 
and bright-green 
leaves really make 
; an impact! 


Trusted 

Service 

Award 


3 EASY WAYS 
TO ORDER NOW! 


IMPORTANT 


DUE TO VERY HIGH DEMAND PLEASE ALI 


EXTRA BONUS OFFER 


Anemone (Hepatica nobilis) 

Established Plant in a 9cm Pot 

Wonderfully pretty, 
violet-blue blooms 
in early spring every 
year! This totally- 
hardy perennial is 
perfect for dotting 
under trees or in pots. 

RHS AGM winner. 

ITEM CODE 560636 

£7.99 

Buy 2 for £12.98 - SAVE £3.00! 

Offer available while stocks last, © YouGarden 2020 



PLEASE SEND TO: Offer GN796, YouGarden, PO Box 637, 


Wetherby Road, York Y026 0DQ 

I YOUR ORDER DETAILS _ 


Item 

Description 

Price 

Qty 

Subtotal 

560017 

Blood Crass 'Red Baron 1 3 Plants in 9cm Pots 

£14.99 



BUY 2 PACKS for just £24.98! SAVE £5.00! 

£24.98 



560636 

Anemone (Hepatica nobilis) in a 9cm Pot 

£7.99 



BUY 2 for just £12.981 SAVE £3.00! 

£12.98 



100062 

Blooming Fast Superior Plant Food * 

500g Resealable Tub SAVE £2.00! 

£7.99 



100064 

Premium Professional Compost - 2 x 40 Litre Bags 

£14.99 



JOIN THE YOUGARDEN CLUB - Get £20.00 FREE 
vouchers & SAVE 10% on EVERY ITEM you order! 

820005 

Renewal Subscription Membership*; SAVE £15.00! 

£5.00 



820001 

1 Year Membership: SAVE £10.00! 

£10.00 



DON'T FORGET: Deduct 10% (lOp in every £1} if you joined the YouGarden Club: 



*We'U automatically renew your membership every year, so you can keep saving - AND Add PP& 1 

the price will NEVER go up... GUARANTEED! Full details at You Card en.com/Club. Orders dispatched 
within 7 Delivery to UK only and a £6-00 surcharge will apply to the following postcode areas: TOTAL 

AS, BT. DD8-11, CY, HS, IM, IV, JE, KA27-28, KW, PA20-80. PH19*50, TR21-25 & ZE. ORDER 

Offer subject to availability and in the event that this offer is oversubscribed, we reserve the right VALUE 

to send suitable substitutes. Images show mature plants. See website for full product details and T&ts. 

£6,99 



YOUR PAYMENT DETAILS I enclose a cheque/Postal Order payable to 

YouGarden (name & address on back) for £ 
Or charge my Visa / Mastercard / Maestro card: 

Card 
No, 

Start 
Date 




Issue 

No. 


Exp 

Date 


DELIVERY DETAILS 

Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss 


Initial 


Surname 


Address 


Postcode 


Email 


Tel 


My DOUBLE GUARANTEE to you! 

11f you're not totally happy with your order, return it 
within 30 days and well replace or refund in full. , 
2 Should any hardy plants fail to 
thrive thereafter, we will replace 
free of charge. You just pay the P&P. 

Peter McDermott, 'D 
Head Gardener 





>-i?n IwitaC' 


1 




If you do not wish to receive catalogues St offers from 
us, please tick here f ], 

We think you'd enjoy some of the latest products and 
selected offers by post from other trusted retailers, 
charities, finance, travel, FMCG and utility companies. 
If you do not wish to receive these, please tick here [ ]. 
Full details at YouCarden.com/Privacy. 

© YouGarden 2020. 
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(with a bit of help 


Location Halt Farm, 
HarpsweLl, Gainsborough 
Lincolnshire DN215UU 


i ■ 


1 ' ■ , . V.'tv, 

/PT 




V--! 


Size A couple of acres 
of garden with an 
adjacent meadow 


- 
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Aspect Gently sloping to 
the south-west 
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Soil A mix of loam, stone 
and clay but generally good 
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box; £3 entry. 
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With a rill, medieval moat, sunken garden, woodland and pretty 
meadow, this Lincolnshire gem is a store of variety and vision 


Words Naomi Slade 
Photos Neil Hepworth 

* « m » * -i- ■»-■ ■«■*■*■*■■■ »a » ■ i» ■ ■ -ft a w m m m * < 

W hen Pam and Mark 

Tatum moved 
into Hall Farm 
35 years ago, there 
wasn't much garden to speak of. 
Although Mark's family had lived 
there for 200 years, they were 
farmers rather than plant lovers 
and all that the couple inherited 
was large copper beech and an 
ancient and slightly sulky wisteria. 


But Pam wasted no time and 
the fields immediately around the 
house were swiftly adopted and 
planted; helped by the fact that she 
had given herself a head start by 
setting up a nursery on the doorstep. 

"I started with one polytunnel 
and added more as the nursery 
expanded," she explains. "We grew 
hardy perennials and roses and it 
was successful. But, in the end, it 
was doing too well! As it expanded, 
so did the number of customers and 
the workload increased. So, as I got 


towards retirement age, I decided 
I needed more time to myself." 

In the nine years since the 
nursery's closure, Pam has thrown 
herself into her garden, creating 
a series of interlinking areas that 
run down a gentle slope towards 
a medieval moat. The site wraps 
more or less around the house with 
formal areas, including a rill and a 
sunken garden, segueing into lawns, 
wide borders and eventually into 
woodland and meadow that blend 
into the surrounding countryside. 


"I like both formal and informal 
styles," she says, "and I tend to use 
circular shapes - they work better 
than squares and rectangles. It 
becomes less formal as you get 
away from the house - as it should." 

With time, the garden has 
become complex and densely 
planted in Pam’s energetic signature 
style and although Lincolnshire is 
an area of the country that's known 
for its low rainfall, it's brimming 
with summer colour. Tulips and 
forget-me-nots have given way 
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The beautiful garden 
wraps around the 
old house, laid out in 
a series of interlinked 
geometric shapes 


F'; w 


By the house 
the romantic 
cottage garden 
can be enjoyed 
among roses, 
geraniums, 
campanula 
and alliums 


to roses and alliums; erigeron, 
Alchemilla mollis and geraniums self- 
seed into cracks in the paving and 
arches and arbours are swathed in 
climbers such as clematis 'Marjorie'. 

The soil here is good - nothing 
to complain about at any rate - yet 
Pam and Mark feed and mulch to 
help the plants establish and retain 
what water there is. In this respect, 
they have fallen on their feet. 

"A lady in the next village asked 
if we'd like some horse manure - 
which of course we did - so we're 
working our way through a great 


W 


wander at wilL 
through the 
interlocking 
rooms. Above, 
bright and breezy 


For perfect plants at perfect prices go to www.gardennewsshop.co.uk 
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Geum Totally Tangerine 

Height 90cm, spread 50cm 



Geum Banana Dacquiri 

Height 40-45cm, spread 30-35cm 


LAYERS OF FRILLY petals form exquisite, 
semi-double blooms held high on wiry stems 
above attractive mounds of foliage from 
mid-spring to summer. Totally Tangerine, 
however, is incredible as it continues to flower 
right through until autumn. Vibrant, sparkling 
tutti-frutti colours make these Geum one of 
the first plants to sell out when we attend the 
RHS Shows. Good for cutting and perfect in 
containers or borders. Slug, deer and rabbit 
resistant. Attractive to bees and butterflies. 
Prefers well-drained soil in sun or part shade. 

Fully hardy perennials. 

Your order is covered by our No Quibble 
Guarantee and will be confirmed together 
with a copy of our latest catalogue. Your 9cm 
pots will be delivered within 14 days. 

< Trustpilot |3| SLY nla wA &L 



Geum Bell Bank 

Height 45cm, spread 60cm 


ORDER ONLINE havloft.co.uk 


• BY PHONE 0844 335 1088 - QUOTE GN2520 • 


NAME & ADDRESS PLEASE SEND 

ITEM CODE 

PRICE 

QTY 

TOTAL 

3 x TOTALLY TANGERINE 

PTGTT03-GN2520 

£18 



3 x BANANA DACQUIRI 

PTGBD03-GN2520 

£21 



3 x BELL BANK 

PTGBB03-GN2520 

£21 



3 PLANTS (one of each) 

PTGMX03-GN2520 

£18 



P&P (UK ONLY) 




£4.95 

Postcode Tel 


TOTAL DUE 



I enclose Cheque/PO made payable to Hayloft Plants Ltd or please debit my Mastercard/Visa/Maestro 


Please enter the last 3 digits of your 

security code (CV2) 


Card no. 


Expiry date 


Start date 


Issue no 


CV2 


Send the coupon to: Hayloft Plants, FREEPOST RTGR-JAGJ-JETG, Pensham, Pershore WR10 3HB 


EMAIL 


Order confirmation will be sent by email along with any future special offers and you may unsubscribe at any time. 


Calls cost 5p per minute plus your telephone company's network 
access charge. We may send Hayloft gardening catalogues in the 
future, if you prefer not to receive them, please call 01386 562999. 
Occasionally the advertised delivery date may change, however, this 
will be clearly stated on your order confirmation. 



HAYLOFT PLANTS, MANOR FARM NURSERY, PENSHAM, PERSHORE, WORCESTERSHIRE WR10 3HB 








































































trailer-load!" says Pam r rather 
gleefully. "We're also lucky to 
have plenty of space, so we heap 
up cuttings and prunings and 
leave them to rot, which is a good 
source of home-made compost ” 

Hedges divide the upper and 
lower sections of garden, and the 
garden from the meadow; many 
designed as windbreaks on this 
blustery site. Yet the now-mature 
garden at Hall Farm isn't allowed to 
stand still for long. "We’ve recently 
taken some of the hedges out again 
and put in several new paths, too!" 
laughs Pam. "The pond has just 
been converted into a bog garden, 
which has worked really well. It 
was leaking and I couldn't keep 
up with sealing the cracks, so we 
filled it up with old compost and 
whatever was lying around, and 
planted it up - it's moist with plenty 
of drainage and the plants love it.” 

The once-thriving nursery 
might now be history, but for 
Pam old habits die hard. "It’s not a 
manicured garden by any stretch 
of the imagination, there’s just not 
enough time to keep it immaculate," 
she declares, "but I like to grow lots 
of plants rather than buying them 
in - you know what you've got that 
way. I'm fond of annuals, but this 
year I’ve sown far too many. It's been 
so dry - it's like planting into dust!" 

Although summer is in full 
spate and the annuals are making 
merry while they may the couple 
have longer-term projects afoot, 
including an intriguing ornamental 
woodland. "Roy Lancaster came to 
give a talk to the Hardy Plant Society 
and his advice was, ‘why go for 
ordinary plants when you can get 
something special and interesting?'" 
reveals Pam, 'so I’ve been 
experimenting with extraordinary 
shrubs and trees; it's currently 
quite wild, but it will be lovely!" 


V. opulus 'Xanthocarpum' 

Lovely white, lacecap flowers with notable 
bright yellow, translucent berries from 
autumn. Amenable bush for full sun to full 
shade. H & S: 4m (13ft). 


V. opulus 'Roseum' 

Also known as the snowball tree for its big, 
white, round flower clusters, this beauty 
features red foliage in autumn. Easy-going 
for full sun to full shade. H & S: 4m (13ft). 



V. plicatum ‘Kern's Pink' 

Also known as 'Rosace', this has delightful 
baby pink, snowball flowers in double rows 
along branches. Likes full sun or part shade. 
H&S: 2.5m (8V 4 ft). 


V. bodnantense 'Charles Lamont' 

A scented gem that flowers from autumn 
until early spring, then emerges with lovely 
bronze foliage that turns green then autumn 
shades. H: 2.5 (8V4ft), S: 5m (1644ft). 



Her top gardening tips 


1 Every gardener should buy 
one or two of Beth Chatto's 
books. She's the oracle when 
it comes to advice and growing tips. 

2 1 like to have very wide 
borders with a tidy edge. It 
looks smart at the front and 
you can't see the mess at the back, 
so it hides a multitude of sins. 

Metal plant supports are 
great as, unlike hedges, 
you don't need to cut 
them and they don't soak up 
moisture from the ground. 


4 1 do a lot of Chelsea 

choppingat this time of 
year. The further north 
you go, the later you can leave it! 
Providingyou're prepared 
to water, June is the 
perfect time to divide 
grasses, hostas and other 
plants with fibrous roots. 

6 Now's the time to sow 
bienniaLs for next year. 

I grow forget-me-nots 
and wallflowers, which I get 
from www.chiLternseeds.co.uk. 




» ; - 




Subscribe for just £4.50 a month! Go to www.greatmagazines.co.uk/gn 
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Enjoy colourful blooms all year with a few 
savvy planting choices, from prunus to salvia 


it to last! In my small garden there 
simply isn't room for a lilac that 
looks great for two weeks in spring 
before fading to a green blob. I've 
put together a list of star performers 
that just won’t stop blooming. Some 
such as the non-stop salvia Wish 
Series and the 'Firebird' foxglove 
are the results of plant breeding 
breakthroughs, while others are 
just naturally generous. And they'll 
all bring a big smile to your face! 


Words Gareth Richards 


f * ome plants are just born 
V. to flower. On a visit to R HS 

j Garden Wisley last year 
I was shown a shrub that 
had bloomed every day for more 
than a year! I was astonished, and 
it made me rethink some of my 
plant choices. Move aside shrinking 
violets and flash-in-the-pan 
peonies -1 want colour and I want 


PERENNIAL WALLFLOWER- 
ERYSIMUM 'BOWLES'S MAUVE 


With its prolific, long spikes of mauve flowers over an incredibly long 
period from late winter to late summer, this is a plant I’d never want 
to be without. The flowers are a bee magnet and look good against 
the narrow, greyish leaves. Blooms come in waves but tend to give 
two solid months of flower power in April and May. Height and 
spread: 60cm (2ft) or more if happy. Likes poor soil and sunshine. 


CORONILLA 


A soft grey sub-shrub from the Mediterranean region. Particularly 
valuable in gardens as it can flower right through the darkest 
months, from October to May if you're lucky. The custard-coloured 
flowers are deliciously scented. Grow as a shrub or train up a wall 
or fence. Drought resistant and needs sun. Height: lm (3T4ft). 


ANISODONTEA 

'EL RAYO' 

An unusual plant that’s related to 
hollyhocks and mallows. Plants 
have been known to bloom every 
single day for an entire year: both 
at RHS Garden Wisley and in 
much colder rural Shropshire. 
Loves sun and well-drained 
soil. Height: lm (3!4ft) or more. 



SALVIA 
WISH SERIES 

These just love to flower - they'll keep on 
going from June for as long as the frosts let 
them. I’ve had them in flower at Christmas 
outside in my sheltered urban garden. These 
lm (314ft) tender sun-lovers come in shades 
from deep raspberry-coloured 'Love and 
Wishes' through magenta pink 'Wendy's 
Wish' to fiery orange 'Ember's Wish', 
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PRUNUS 

SUBHIRTELLA 


A superb small garden tree. It's 
well-behaved, never getting 
too big, and it gives months of 
interest. A few of its soft white- 
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ABEUAS 

These are underrated, hardy shrubs that 
flower for months on end. Evergreen or semi¬ 
evergreen, they're easy to grow in a sunny 
spot and their abundant flowers are loved by 
bees and other pollinating insects. Try Abelia 
grandiflora or 'Edward Goucher'. They grow to 
around 1.8m (6ft) depending on variety and site. 


GLOBE MALLOW 
- SPHAERALCEA 
'NEWLEAZE CORAL' 

Another hollyhock relative, this time with 
smaller greyish leaves and delicious coral- 
red flowers. A great plant for a sunny 
gravel garden; it combines well with 
blue salvias and agapanthus. Flowers 
all summer and into early autumn. 
Evergreen, grows 6090cm (2-3ft). 


Continues over the page 
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as the leaves turn yellow in 
autumn; the tree then continues 
flushing in flower in mild spells 
throughout winter until giving a 
grand finale of blossom in early/ 
mid spring. Height: 4m (13ft). 


RUDBECKIA ‘GOLDSTURM’ 

Rudbeckias are easier to keep going from year to year than 
their more fashionable cousins, the echinaceas. Bright 
golden stars shine out in the garden in late summer and 
autumn as many other plants begin to fade. Give them 
a sunny spot that’s not too dry. Height: 60cm (2ft). 
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Most of these plants are 
pretty low maintenance. 
However, to keep the 
flowers coming and the 
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the rose, wallflower and 
marguerite, in particular, 
will benefit. Feed your 
plants with a potash-rich 
food, such as liquid tomato 
se 
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growing season. Continuous 
flowering can take its toLl on 
these plants, meaning the 
perennials and small shrubs 
tend to be quite short-lived, 
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your plants regularly. 


For perfect plants at perfect prices go to www.gardennewsshop.co.uk 
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A / e know that at the moment 
/ \ / it's perhaps not easy to 
* V get your copy of Garden 

News. To make life simpler, why not 
take out a subscription? At just 


£4.50 a month it's brilliant value and your 
magazine will be delivered to your door 
every week - one less thing to think about 
in these difficult times. You even save 
money too - so it's a genuine bargain! 


Simon Caney 

Editor 


DON'T MISS OUT ON THIS FANTASTIC OFFER, SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 
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key spots (such as in front 
of the kitchen window) 
when they begin flowering 
for maximum impact. 




Another way to get a tong 
display is to plant different 


you can grow paperwmce 
narcissi indoors in winter, 


Rijnveld's Early Sensation 


MEMTV* 


MARGUERITE - ARGYRANTHEMUM 
‘JAMAICA PRIMROSE' 

Makes a wonderful patio pot plant. Its sunny, creamy-yellow daisy 
flowers begin blooming in May and continue right into autumn, 
even early winter if you can bring it into a sheltered porch or 
conservatory. A tender perennial reaching up to lm (314ft) tall. 


[lower. For example, ifyou 
love daffodils but wish 
thev had a loneer season. 




FIREBIRD 
FOXGLOVE 
- DIGITALIS 
VAUNII 
'FIREBIRD' 

One of the best and 
toughest of a new set 
of foxglove hybrids 
combining our native 
Digitalis purpurea with the 
Canary Island foxglove 
D. canariensis. Sterile, so 
plants don't waste their 
energy on seed and keep 
on flowering all summer 
and autumn. Hardy to 
around -5C (23F), give it 
free-draining, moisture- 
retentive soil for the best 
chance of overwintering. 
Height: lm (314ft). 


. 
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ERANIUM 'ROZANNE' 

Named Chelsea Plant of the Centenary in 2013, for good reason. 
Gorgeous violet-blue flowers with pale centres begin blooming in 
late spring and continue throughout summer and into autumn. 
After a mild autumn and early winter, I've had it in flower on New 
Year's Day! Hardy, easy, sun or partial shade, Height: 45cm (lVHt). 
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ROSE OLIVIA ROSE AUSTIN' 

Renowned rosarian Michael Marriott recommends this as 
a star-performer of the David Austin English roses when it 
comes to flowering duration. Not only does it start blooming 
ahead of the pack, once the initial flush is over, it repeat 
flowers quickly and continues well into autumn. A pink, 
double-flowered shrub rose growing to a little over lm (314ft). 




* 




u 




\ 


v: 


Subscribe for just £4.50 a month! Go to www.greatmagazines.co.uk/gn 


June 20 2020 / Garden News 21 



































PHOTOS; SHUTTER STOCK & ALA,MY 



squeeze these mini marvels into your pot display? 


Karen Murphy 


Elodi 


W ith more of us 

planting up a storm 
in our gardens this 
sum mer, if you're 
anything like me, there's bound to 
be little room for any more plants 
on your plot! But, there’s always 
room for more, particularly where 
these mini clematis are concerned. 

If you're short on space, they're the 
perfect candidates for your garden - 
each flowers until autumn (with one 
exception) and has a very compact 
habit, and all make neat little plants 
in pots or scrambling tidily sideways 
at the front of borders. If you thought 
you couldn't grow clematis as you 
don't have the space, think again! 


Launched last year at 
Chelsea, this beauty 
was shortlisted for 
Plant of the Year 
due to its lovely 
bright green, 
carpeting foliage 
and sizeable pink, 
showy blooms. It 
creeps sideways 
and forms a nice 
little mound in a pot. 
Up to 50cm (154ft) tall 
• Use it as useful 
ground cover at the 
front of borders. 


An elegant selection with charming 
silvery, pinkish-mauve flowers with 
ruffled edges. The early flowers that come 
out are often semi-double and would suit 
a pastel colour scheme in your borders, 
teamed with blues and purples. A head¬ 
turning plant. Up to 50cm (154ft) tall. 

• Train its trailing tendrils 
up onto a support. 


C. integrifotta 

Gorgeous nodding blue bells atop clumps of fresh green foliage that bring freshness to 
summer borders, or it works really well planted in a pot. Its flowers have a charming twist 
to the sepals and will attract bees to your garden. Can reach up to lm (314ft) tall at most. 

6 Plant as a mid-sized, herbaceous perennial in a sunny or dappled shade border. 
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'Little Lemons' 

This super-dwarf C. tangutica variety was also 
a hot talking point of last year for Chelsea Plant 
of the Year (narrowly missing out to sedum 
'Atlantis'). Its lovely nodding bell blooms, which 
bees love, turn characteristically fluffy when 
finished in autumn. Up to 50cm (134ft) tall. 

• Plant two or three to display 
in windowboxes. 


'Ovation' 

Something a little more unusual now, with this lovely, 
anemone-like clematis that likes a sunny spot. I had 
to include this, even though it flowers in spring, for its 
unusual, scented, creamy blooms that sit tight and grow 
low together. It's evergreen and reaches only 30cm (1ft). 

@ Let it scramble down a slope or bank for spring cheer 


C. integrifotia 'Alba 1 

The white version of the blue species, with abundant flowers, this 
elegant plant has a nice perfume and equally charming twisty 


Grows in little mounds and trails and is the perfect gap filler in borders 
or a pretty pot filler. This one's even smaller in habit than most mini 
clematis, so can be tucked away neatly, but makes up for it by producing 
sizeable bluish purple blooms, some double. Up to 50 cm (134ft) tall. 

Let it trail over the sides in a hanging basket. 


petals. Great for front of border interest or to enjoy in a 'white garden' 
setting in sun or part shade. Can reach up to lm (314ft) at most. 

• Let it scramble over and mingle with other 
planting in the middle of a border. 
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Good quality, tasty meals delivered to your home 


When his mother moved into a sheltered home, 
Gordon MacAulay soon discovered that most 
meal delivery services were frozen, slow to deliver 
and expensive. So, with his wife Adrienne, they 
developed a range of mouthwatering healthy 
food choices,..with no shopping, no-prep and 
no fridge or freezer required! 



Made in 
the UK 




convenient 
meals delivered 
to your door in 
just one day. 
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Introductory offer only £1.99 per meal! 

Store in a cupboard for up to 6 months 
Only quality, tasty ingredients used 
Pressure cooked for locked-in flavours and aromas 
NO SUBSCRIPTION + FREE next working day delivery 


Great meals 
and a service 
you can trust! 

Not so fong ago we 
were trying to find 
a range of ready 
meals for my mum 
who was living on her own. 

I was worried about her eating 
properly so started to look for 
delivered meal services. 

The more we looked, the 
more concerns we had about 
frozen meals. We knew there 
had to be a quicker, easier, 
safer way of enjoying good 
food. So we created Parsley 
Box - great quality tasty meals 
ordered online 
or by phone and 
delivered fast to 
your door. Parsley 
Box meals take just 
minutes to heat, and 
you’ll find they are great 
value too, with lots of 
choice to suit your budget. 

We hope you’ll love our 
meals as much as we love 
making them for you. 
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Gordon and Adrienne, 
Founders of Parsley Box 


Parsley Box 
founders Adrienne 
and Gordon 
MacAulay with 
Gordon’s mother, 

who inspired 
the idea for the 
company 
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6 reasons to try 
this 5-star service 
affordability 

Introductory offer for just 

£1.99 per me a l an< * * ree 

delivery make Parsley Box 
BIG value! 

^CONVENIENCE 

Y No shopping, no prep, no 
jL fridge or freezer storage... 

microwave-ready in minutes! 

O KITCHEN SAFE 

4*- No oven, no knives, no 
g danger... enjoy total 
peace of mind! 

A MEAL CHOICE 

/ Whether it’s breakfast, 

“ lunch, dinner or dessert, 
Parsley Box has it covered! 

r DIETARY NEEDS 

▼ Packages feature clear 
J ingredients and nutritional 

values for every single meal! 

/ TASTE & FLAVOUR 

mp\ And, of course, Parsley Box 
\^J delivers taste and flavour 
without compromise! 


P ARSLEY BOX is the great 
way to enjoy good quality, 
tasty meals at home. No 
shopping, no chopping, 
no boiling, and no running out of 
ingredients. A unique steam-fresh 
cooking technique ensures flavours 
and aromas are locked-in, and an 
innovative vacuum seal allows for 
simple cupboard storage for up to 6 
months - no fridge, no freezer! 

With many seniors struggling 
to cook healthy meals for 
themselves, it’s little 
wonder that Parsley 
Box has become 
hugely popular 
with the grown-up 
children of ageing 
parents. 

For people of a 
certain age, there can 
be a host of challenges 
associated with meal planning 
and preparation. For example, 
getting to the shop - and carrying 
groceries home - can be difficult, 
particularly for those with mobility 
issues. 

There are dangers, too, in food 
preparation for seniors who might 
struggle with issues such as vision, 
balance or arthritic hands. 

These difficulties mean it is not 
always easy for seniors to prepare and 

eat healthy meals regularly. 
Understandably, this can be a 


major cause for concern for family, 
friends and carers who want to be 
sure their loved one is eating well, 
but who don’t have the time themselves 
to oversee every mealtime. 

Parsley Box is a trusted non¬ 
subscription meal delivery service 
offering the perfect peace-of-mind 
solution! 

Parsley Box meals make life so 
much easier and are designed to 
ensure a fully balanced diet. 

Each meal is packed with 
nutrition, slow-cooked 
in our British kitchen 
for full flavour, and 
uniquely packed 
for easy cupboard 
storage. Just pop in a 
microwave for up to 3 
minutes and that’s it! 
Parsley Box is highly 
cost-effective, too, with 
meals from as little as £2.99. And 
your order will be delivered the 
next working day - with orders over 
£19.00 - and comes with the Parsley 
Box Promise of a 100% money back 
guarantee. How’s that for service! 

■ INTRODUCTORY OFFER To take 
advantage of this incredible 10-meal 
offer - with 2 free glasses of wine - 
for just £ 1.99 per meal, simply call, 
go online or freepost the coupon 
opposite today. We guarantee you 
will not be disappointed! 










100% MONEY BACK 
GUARANTEE 

We guarantee all our products with 
a 21 day money back guarantee. 
You may even use up to three items 
from your order. We will provide you 
with a full refund within 30 days. 













Discover Parsley Box...‘no shopping, no prep, no freezing, no subscription’ meals! 


Serving suggestion 
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“Excellent 


JJ 


Over 10,000 reviews 

“The meals are excellent and I’d highly recommend to 
__ anyone, easy storage, good value,very tasty. I do cook 
but there are some nights you just want a night off ” 

~ Mr Barlow '--- 


yf 



Discover the 
Parsley Box advantage! 

Parsley Box meals don’t need to 
be kept in the fridge or freezer, 
so they won’t use precious 
space. Simply keep your meals 
in a cupboard or pantry, ready 
to tuck into whenever you would 
like to eat, without the hassle 
of defrosting! Due to innovative 
slow cooking technology and 
revolutionary packaging methods, 
their meais are safe to store for up 
to and exceeding 6 months. Exact 
expiry dates are on each pack. 


Trustpilot 
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INTRODUCTORY READER OFFER: ALL THIS FOR JUST £19.99 
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Please rush me my 10 Meal Introductory 
1 (jV* selection plus 2 Free Wine Servings and 
Free Delivery.,.all for just £19.99! 

Please use BLOCK CAPITALS throughout 

Customer details: Offer code: GNW5 
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2 x Cottage Pie 


2 x Sweet & Sour 
Chicken with Rice 


2 x Lasagne 



Title 


Name 


2 x Beef Stew 



FREE! 


L t 


FREE! 
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Address 




Postcode 

Mob 

Email 



Providing your mobile number will allow us to send you delivery updates. 
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enclose a cheque payable to Parsley Box 

31 
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2 x Lamb Hot Pot 


1 x Merlot 


1 xSauvignon Blanc 


10 meal bundle plus 2 free wines and free next working day delivery 

GNW5 1 


Card 

No. 







www.parsleybox.com/GNW5 at checkout page. 

Call free on 0800 612 7225 °“°^ GNW5 


Start 

Date 


Exp 

Date 



B Freepost the coupon now! 

*Order before 3pm Monday-Thursday for Next Day Delivery, excluding UK Highlands and Islands. 


Lines open 7 days 

No Stamp! Freepost 
Parsley Box GNW5 


No stamp required. Address envelope to: 

FREEPOST Parsley Box 


□ Please tick here if you do 
not wish to receive special 
offers by email. 




st 


















































































































PHOTOS: SHUTTERSTGCK, ALAMY & GAP 


Try these unusual edibles that are 
easy to grow and great on the plate 


Woi Lewis Normand 

T he popularity of 

Grow Your Own is 
on the up, but not 
everyone is confident 
at producing delicious edibles or 
feel they can't afford the space. 

These easy-going edibles need 
minimal effort but give maximum 
visual and culinary output. They’re 
pretty enough for an ornamental 
border, windowbox or pot, or a 


dedicated veg patch if you have 
one. None need expert attention, 
but the effort you put in will affect 
the results you get out of them. 

Technically, some of the plants 
listed are fruits, but as you don’t 
eat them with custard (my acid 
test), they can be classed as a 
vegetable (for the purposes of the 
article at least!). Lots of garden 
centres and nurseries now supply 
interesting veg as young plants so 
you may not need to sow seed. 



This is a fun plant that defies pigeon-holing. A scrambling climber that 
will cling to anything, which produces olive-sized, mini watermelon-like 
fruits that taste like a cucumber and lime cross. A little savoury, a little sweet, 
they should be picked small and eaten like olives. Great if you're into drinks 
and nibbles in the garden. Good outdoors, where it’s surprisingly drought 
tolerant, great in a greenhouse or conservatory, where it can even be 
overwintered as a perennial. 

• Sow seed indoors ApriL-May or outdoors after any frost potential. 
Harvest when fruits are young. H: 2.5m (S^Aft), S: 1m (3V4ft). 



a species of chrysanthemum, 
which it looks a lot like. Yello w or 
yellow and white-edged daisy 
flowers top long, straight stems 
with edible, fern-like foliage. 

You should crop the leaves to 
either steam or fry up when 
plants are young (10T5cm/4-6in), 
but it’s worth letting at least some 
plants develop to flowering size as 
it's a beautiful garden plant. Petals of 
the flower can also be eaten, although 
they're very pretty, so you may not want to. 

# Sow seed indoors March-November for 
cut and come again, or outdoors April-July. 
H: 60-90cm (2-3ft) f S: 20-30cm (8in-lft). 


Chopsuey green 

(Glebionis 
coronaria ) 

This used to be considered 



I've never had the success I'd hoped for with purple broccoli, 


but found this variety to be particularly useful as you can 'cut and 
come again', taking as many, or as few, of the small, purple, spiky 
heads as you want, and new sideshoots replace them. Good foliage 
too, like a giant heuchera! 

• Sow seed outdoors April-June for harvesting from January- 
May. A good addition to a winter planting scheme. H: 60-90cm 
(2-3 ft), S: 40-60cm (lV4-2ft). 
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This bean s purple- 
black pods wiLl look t, 
dramatic when growing 
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Don't worry about having to 
have dedicated veg beds for 
your peas and beans, they grow 
well in mixed borders. In fact, 
climbing French beans will 
happily enough scramble up 
wires on a fence or wall, or 
through shrubs. While other 
beans are interesting, this is 
startling with 25cm (lOin) long 
purple-black pods! They turn 
green when cooked, sadly, but 
what a plant in the garden. 

• Sow seed under cover 
April-May or outdoors May- 
JuLy and consider planting 
with a green or white fruiting 
variety for colour contrast. 

H: 1.8m (6ft) f S: 1.2m (4ft). 

Continues over the page 


Why not steam 
asparagus pea and 
serve with a little 
melted butter? 


lAvlldl Cl 4 


cl 


Love this pLant and it isn't anywhere 
nearly as widely grown as it should 
be. Imagine a small sweet pea that 
produces beautiful maroon flowers, 
then unusual winged pods, that when 
steamed and eaten taste like a cross 
between peas and asparagus. Sounds 
too good to be true! 

• Sow seed under cover in March- 
ApriL or outdoors May-June and pick 
pods when small (around 3cm/lY4in) 
H&S:45-60cm (lV 2 -2ft). 


m 


A leafy vegetable with striking 
foliage. Technically a chicory 
and it will stretch out and 
flower if left uncut , but you 
grow this for the red, 
orange, white and green 
flecked leaves and, 
should you wish, for the 
slightly bitter taste when 
eaten. Looks as good in a 
border or planter as it 
does in any salad, 

• Sow seed outdoors in 
May-June and harvest in 
autumn. H: 20cm (8in), 

S: 30cm (1ft). 


For perfect plants at perfect prices go to www.gardennewsshop.co.uk 
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Kale Black Magic' 
has an RHS Award 
of Garden Merit m 


As valuable for its decorative qualities 
as it is for its eating, this fun little white 
flying-saucer shaped squash is an 
interesting addition to a pot, or flower 
bed. Having a courgette plant habit 
means it’s more compact than other 
squash varieties and the large, orange - 
yellow flowers add to its ornamental 
value in planting schemes. When 
cooked and eaten it has an artichoke¬ 
like taste and is a prolific cropper, 
perhaps even adding to a Halloween 
pumpkin display. Young fruits pickle 
really well to preserve through winter. 
• Sow seed indoors April-June or 
outdoors May-June and crop as 
fruit ripens through the season. 

H: 45cm (lV 2 ft), S: 60cm (2ft). 


One of the more common varieties listed here, but still not as widely grown 
in gardens as it's seen on restaurant menus. A truly beautiful foliage plant 
for gardens with a natural fountain-shaped form and unusual, crinkled, 
dark purple, narrow leaves. Well worth introducing to sunny borders 
where it will offer a fern-like quality to planting. Looks great with bronze 
grasses like Carex testacea. 

• Can be sown indoors throughout the year and eaten young, or outdoors 
March-June and eaten through the season. H&S: 60-90cm (2-3ft. 


Tropical Ruby 


My favourite tomato variety of the countless 

available, Handsome, dwarf, plum fruit 

in rich red colour. Very easy to grow ^ 

indoors and pretty successful 

outdoors, too. The skin is a 

little thicker than most 

varieties, but that only ^I 

seems to give it more 

strength as a plant. Eats 

well, cooks well, is 

disease resistant and is 

an abundant cropper on 

long trusses; worth 

looking out for. , 

• Sow seed indoors 
March-April or outdoors 
in May and you'll have 
tomatoes until the frosts in 
autumn. H: 90cm-1.2m (3-4ft), 

S: 30-60cm (2-3ft). 


Tropical Ruby 1 has 
a sweet flavour h 


l Squash Disco 1 looks Like * 
V; a white flying saucer! r 


'BLack Spanish Round 1 
radish is a quirky crop 


Jazz up salads with 
this colourful mustard 


An unusual alternative 
heirloom variety with 
significant ornamental as well 
as edible value. As easy to 
grow as other radish varieties, 
but quite a different look to 
the commonly seen pinky 
red-skinned summer forms. 
Here, the skin is charcoal- 
black in colour, resembling a 
cannonball, with pure white 
flesh when cut. It has a pretty 
peppery taste and can be 
eaten raw in winter salads, or 
cooked in soups and stews. 

• Sow seed outdoors in 
July-August and harvest 
from November. Stores well 
if cleaned thoroughly. 

H: 15cm (6in), S: 25cm flOin). 


A wonderfully coloured and 
flavoured foliage plant, best 
eaten young. Great as very 
young foliage at 5 cm (2in) for a 
peppery taste, but makes for 
an excellent seasonal foliage 
plant in pots or the front of 
borders. When plants are 
above 20cm (8in) or so, foliage 
may be better cooked. Great as 
a colourful addition to salads, 
or as dark purple foliage in 
contrast to the lime-green of 
Lysimachia nummularia Aurea' 
• Sow seed indoors 
February-May, or outdoors 
April-October. H: up to 45cm 
(l l / 2 ft), S: up to 20cm (Sin). 
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Extremely comfortable and 
well cut trousers in a nice 
range of colours. 

ordered two pairs first, 
then ordered more. 
Online review 



* Softly peached cotton 

* Smart-casual pleat front 

* Side elastication for added comfort 

* Zip fly and button fastening to waist 

* 5 leg lengths for the perfect fit 

* Up to 52" waist to suit all shapes and sizes 


ELASTICATED WAIST TROUSERS £30 £15 SAVE £15 

Machine Washable 100% Cotton Khaki Brown Fern Green Fawn Graphite French Navy 


27" (68.5cm) inside leg 
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PLEASE USE THIS 
PROMOTIONAL CODE 
TO CLAIM YOUR OFFER 


D149 


14 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE IF NOT COMPLETELY SATISFIED 

Registered office: Cotton Traders Ltd, Cotton Traders House, Atlantic Street, Altrincham WA14 5GZ 

Fast, reliable UK & International delivery service 

International delivery available online to over 25 countries worldwide 


Payment taken at point of order. We aim to deliver within 3 working days from dispatch, stock subject to availability. We comply 
with Consumer Contract Regulations; you have the right to cancel your order no later than 14 days after the day on which you 
receive your goods. Inform us of your wish to cancel in writing, by letter or email. Returns are not free, full details are on your 
delivery note. Return goods within 14 days of cancellation. Calls to 0844 numbers will cost 7p per minute plus your phone 
company's access charge, £3.99 UK standard delivery. International delivery from £6.95. Offer applies to purchases in GBP only. 
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THIS WEEK AT 


Pimpinella major 7* 
Rosea' is one of the 
prettiest umbels 


These attractive and easy-grcr 
a treasure trove of varieties to 


plants provide 
iD into... 


The Latest from Carol's beautiful cottage garden... plus her diary for the week! 


I t's not fair to have favourites 
but it’s no secret that I love 
umbels - members of the 
Apiaceae family. They abound 
in the garden here at Glebe Cottage, 
mainly in the ornamental beds 
and borders - even in the vegetable 
garden, too! But where do I start 
with this treasure trove of plants? 

Once you've grown Orlaya 
grandiflora you need its company 
year after year. The archetypal 
mixer and mingler, it adds light 
and buoyancy to heavy planting 
schemes with its platforms of 
dreamy, creamy-white flowers. 
Around each umbel is a series 
of larger, sterile florets designed 
to attract insects. Its foliage is 
equally attractive, ferny and 
light and the perfect background 
for the dainty umbels. 

Anthriscus sylvestris 
'Ravenswing', a bronze-leaved 
cow parsley, is at its best 
during May. In spring, its low, 
dark, ferny foliage makes the 
perfect foil for spring bulbs. 

One umbel which always seems 
to perform in May and June is 
Chaerophyllum hirsutum 'Roseum'. 
This is a graceful plant; its pale, 
purple-pink flowers are perfectly 
partnered by soft, rich green 
leaves on dark crimson stems. 

It's happiest in dappled shade, 
although it will flourish out in full 
sun providing it has moist soil. 

Pimpinella major 'Rosea' is 
a smaller, daintier plant than 
chaerophyllum. It's the pink- 
flowered version of a British 
native, enjoying dappled shade 


and moist soil. Pimpinella is one 
of the prettiest umbels. Plants can 
be raised from seed, though some 
of the seedlings may revert to the 
usual white-flowered plant. Just as 
lovely, especially in a wild setting. 

Selinum wallichianum is a stately 
plant which loves to grow in full 
sun and persists for many years 
in gardens where it’s happy. 
Eventually it makes a 90cm 
(3ft) plus clump. Its flowers are 
creamy-white, borne later in the 
summer and its foliage is lacy. 

Both Ammi majus and A. visnaga 
are easy annuals that can be sown 
direct or started in module trays, 
then planted out individually. 

This is how I start my parsley 
plants. Yes, they're Apiaceae, too. 
Many important edibles belong 
here - carrots and parsnips are 
umbels. As well as including 
many plants that are good for 


us, the family also contains 
some of the most infamous of 
poisons. Giant hog weed is on 
the prohibited list and hemlock 
has been used as a poison and 
medicine since the time of the 
Ancient Greeks. In contrast, 
there are some umbels that we 
sprinkle on our food; fennel, dill 
and the seeds of sweet cicely 
which, added to rhubarb, take 
away much of its acidity. 

The candied stems of Angelica 
arch angelica have been used 
as a confection for centuries 
and the roots of eryngium - sea 
hollies - are umbels, too. They 
were cooked in sugar and eaten in 
Elizabethan times as a sweetmeat 

In the garden, bronze 
fennel, Foeniculum vulgare 
'Atropurpureum', is a wonderful 
host for lax plants such as 
herbaceous potentillas or geums. 


Angelica archangelica can be 
used as a specimen plant. It can 
reach 1.2T.5m (4-5ft) high with 
bold shiny green leaves and 
saucers of lime-green flowers. 
Angelicagigas, from the Far 
East, looks quite ordinary in its 
early stages but is transformed 
as its flower stems shoot up, 
into a tumult of crimson. 

Long-term drama is offered 
by all astrantias. In convivial 
surroundings in fertile, 
preferably substantial, soil they 
will grow and grow making 
bigger and bigger clumps. 

Especially in selected blue 
forms, Eryngium bourgatii 
is one of the most desirable 
plants on the sunny side of 
the garden. It needs good 
drainage but will thrive in 
most soils if this simple need is 
addressed and it’s in full sun. 
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Nicotiana alata 


Scents, perfumes, aromas sometimes stay in 
the memory clearly, regardLess of how long ago 
it was they first drifted into your nostrils. My 
mum got little time to garden when we were 
growing up but she always grew a few annuals 
from seed, often started off on the kitchen 
windowsill. One plant she'd grow year after year 
was flowering tobacco, Nicotiana alata, and they 
would always be planted out close to the back 
door. On summer evenings after homework was 
finished (or abandoned) we'd go through the open 
kitchen door into the back garden and drink in the 


perfume of their 
now wide-open 
white flowers. 

We grow them 
here now from our 
own saved seed; for 
years we couldn't get 
hold of it - most of the 
available nicotiana seed 
was for 'dwarf' varieties or hybrids 
with green flowers. The scent is unforgettable 
and brings back so many memories. 
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MONDAY NeiL has been hoeing 
between sweet peas and beans 
both growing up the edifice Dean 
constructed. Rather than use a hoe, 
he scraped back the weeds with my 
mum's old Woolworths 1 spade, now 
very thin but suitably sharp. He 
carried out the operation without 
injuring a single one. 


TUESDAY Three grafted tomatoes 
are bearing fruit. Rather than keep 
them in the greenhouse they'LLgrow 
on in the tunnel. We've already had 
to replace short bamboos with 
sturdy eight foot canes. I may need 
astep ladder to harvest the highest 
fruit unless I have asudden spurt of 
growth. Seems unlikely as I'Ll be 75 
next week! 



WEDNESDAY 

A few remaining 
pLants of Digitalis 
parviflora 
(pictured right] 
are being 
planted out on 
the raised bed. 

Most of the 
pLants here are 
prostrate or make low 
mounds so the tall spires of the 
foxglove should make an exciting 
contrast. 


4 


THURSDAY Veronicastrum are 
stately plants we use to bring height 
in Annie's garden. By midsummer 
they're up to my shoulder. They need 
firm staking, either with stout 
bamboos or twiggy hazel saved 
from when the hedge was Laid. 


FRIDAY Overgrown cosmos were 
Left in small pots and had become 
really leggy. After potting on and 
taking back their stems by half, 
they've become good, bushy pLants. 

SATURDAY The first peas I sowed 
thisyear in modules were a bit of a 
disaster. It was seed saved from the 
previousyear's crop and usually 
works well. There were too few to 
plant out so they were duly potted 
and eventually put outside. We've 
just eaten two meals from them. 


SUNDAY We planted up the huge 
tree pot as an illustration for a new 
programme on how dramatic bulbs, 
tubers and rhizomes can be. Huge, 
dark-Leaved dahlia in the middle, 
red cannas and eucomis 'Sparkling 
Burgundy'around the edges. 



For perfect plants at perfect prices go to www.gardennewsshop.co.uk 
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enjoying 


my roses! 


A family garden 
in Astley Burf, 
Worcestershire, 
with recently 
developed beds 
and borders. 


R oses are among my 

favourite flowers and 
although our dry 
sandy soil isn't ideal, 

I'm determined to grow as many 
as possible. Rose 'Gertrude Jekyll' 
is coming along really well along a 
trellis screen, the other end of which 
is rose 'Belvedere'. The former is 
flowering profusely, while the latter 
is covered in buds and normally 
flowers towards the end of June. 

Elsewhere we have 'Madame 
Alfred Carriere’ growing up and 
through the middle of a semi-hollow 
apple tree, 'Charles de Mills' in a 
couple of flower beds and 
'Desdemona' in a huge terracotta 
pot. I water with a seaweed fertiliser 
as often as I remember and mulch 
those in the borders with copious 
amounts of garden compost. 

Oriental poppies are in flower; 

I have some that are meant to be 
‘Patty’s Plum', but I’m not sure if 
any are the correct colour. They're 
lovely though - apart from the one 
that had a bright orange flower, 


My handsome 
hosta pot 


. ! 




Poppies and IV| 
alliums mingle 
together nicely i. 
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I Love the dark foliage of 
dahlia 'Bishop of Dover' 




Planting up 
my dahLias 


VS - r /*A- 




V _ 

^ Not sure my 

poppy 'Patty's Plum' 9* 
is the right colour! # ^ 


over. Parsnips and carrots have 
germinated well, too. I’ve also 
picked the first beetroot, not in itself 
amazing but a huge improvement on 
last year when not one was edible! 

Read more about 
the garden at www. 
talesfromacountrygarden.co.uk 


definitely mislabelled! I treated 
myself to some new dahlia tubers 
this year to replace some that 
rotted overwinter. I started them 
off in pots in the greenhouse and 
they're now growing really strongly 
and have been hardened off. I'm 
putting five ’Bishop of Dover', which 
has dark foliage and white, single 
flowers, into a large terracotta pot 
and the rest will find a home in the 
borders once I’ve pulled out forget- 
me-nots and had a little tidy up. 

In the vegetable garden, crops 
are growing well. Strawberries 
are ripening, we've had several 
pickings of asparagus and spinach 
and lettuce 'Salad Bowl' is taking 


Our duckling's 
growing up quickly 




Obsessing 
over pond 
weeds! 




A small garden 
in Merseyside 
packed with 
a variety of 
different features. 


G ardening is an absolute joy, 

with blue skies and hot sun 
but a brief cold snap with 
easterly winds shocked us back to 
'normal spring days'. The result 
was a scurry of activity to bring 
sunbathing succulents back in to 
the protection of the greenhouse 
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of interest packed into a small 
galvanised bucket. 

Wanting something a little larger, 
1 ordered a pond-in-a-box. This is 
a kit which slots together around 
a frame and contains everything 
needed to create a patio pond 
feature. I’m looking forward to 
buying goldfish and pond plants 
when I can get out again. 

I don't use weedkillers, so I'm 
digging out lawn weeds with a 
sharp knife. I don't mind daises, but 
thistles and dandelions need 
controlling. I also use a weed puller 
which has three prongs on a long 
handle. Pushed into the ground and 
twisted round, it pulls out weeds 
without much effort. I pop some 
wildflower seeds into the hole that’s 
left and next year there may be a 
tapestry carpet of cowslips, wild 
thyme and marjoram. 

Using my knife, I go round 
the gravel paths and cracks in 
the paving and find seedling 
trees and perennials. There's 
silver birch and rowan saplings, 
and geranium, eryngium and 
primroses. Potted up they'll 
make free plants for my 
daughter's new house, which 
is a blank canvas. 

There are strawberries for supper 
as I have runners from a friend, 


T JR country wildlife 

* 4 makes full use of 

a greenhouse and polytunnel. 


The new patio pond 
will be planted up soon 


I've been using the weed 
puller on the Lawn 


I t's often the unexpected things 
I that happen in a garden that 
-L raise a smile. I put a bird box on 
the potting shed wall last summer 
and tree bumblebees have made it 
their home! I'm fascinated by their 
busy comings and goings and 
pleased to see they’re finding plenty 
of pollen in the garden - and they 
are loving the honeysuckle. 

=** My mini bucket pond is 

I also a constant source of 
wonder. Pond skaters and 
water boatmen moved in 
ws immediately, a great diving 

Si beetle flew in and miniature 

IP water lily ‘Laydekeri Fulgens 1 

Wk produced four tiny leaves. 

jj?-4 Plus iris ‘Berlin Tiger' has a 

cM spike of yellow flowers with 

K 3| gold tiger stripe markings 

§£5 and there’s even an 

evergreen grass for 
all-year-round colour. A lot 


planted in windowboxes. I'll use 
nematodes to combat any vine 
weevils. There's a recipe for vegan 
strawberry cheesecake on my blog 

• Read more at bramblegarden, 
com and on Instagram at 
karengimsonl. 


Tree bumblebees 
in my bird box! wr 




Cosmos Apricot 
Lemonade’ 
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The star of the show for flower 
power and perfume has been the 
Mexican orange blossom (Choisya 
ternata), which is grown on the fence 
on the other side of the pond and 
has been magnificent. 

One negative of spending so 
much time outside, however, has 
been my fixation to rid the pond of 
pondweed. I can report that the 
population of pondweed is almost 
wiped out but I'll continue until 
either the weed has gone or I fall in! 

The patio has had another little 
changeover with a pot-grown 
crinodendron replacing the 
cyclamen, which have now gone 
for a well-earned rest on the shady 
staging in the greenhouse; there’ll 
be a few more change rounds before 
autumn comes. 

Around the garden, the various 
fruits are performing well; the apple 
tree looks to have a good set of fruit 


and the various forms of fig are 
showing promise, especially the 
standard. The first strawberries 
have been picked, well protected 
and pushed on a little in the 
greenhouse, which is now looking 
a little cramped before the tender 
plants are all moved outside. 

On the wildlife front, butterflies 
have been welcome, but not so 
welcome was a queen wasp who 
had started building her nest in a 
compost bin near the greenhouse 
door. I found it as I began to empty 
some compost for potting, and 


with the other tender plants. Our 
enforced lockdown combined with 
the hot weather has meant we’ve 
spent quite some time outdoors, 
with the garden certainly benefiting 
from all the attention. 


quickly disposed of the small 
nest. If she had chosen a quieter 
spot elsewhere in the garden, 
then I’d have been more lenient, 
but the thought of running the 
gauntlet every time we venture 
to the greenhouse made the 
decision to remove it easy. 
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PACK 3 
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A - Feminine Lilac Tones 
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Pack of 2 


B - Turquoise & Coral 
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£21.99 
Pack of 2 
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Tunic A in a stunning floral 
print in lavender tones. 


Tunic B is a very pretty floral 
print on a biscuit ground. 
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TV and radio 
broadcaster Martin 
explains how control 
ivy on walls and 
fences and protects 
soft fruit. 


AVI 


Medwyn has been 


medals at Chelsea and 
also has an MBE. This 
week he has a new way 
to grow Long carrots. 




ML 


guide you 
through what 
can be done in 
the garden now. 


designer Ian is 
interested in all 
aspects of gardening. 
This week he takes 
pelargonium cuttings. 
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Gardening writer, 
editor, author and 
garden designer 
Naomi is embracing 


new 


created by Lockdown. 
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An all-round gardener, 
Karen grows fruit, veg 
and ornamentals 
and Loves wildlife. 
She's harvesting 
broad beans. 


Kitchen Gardener 
Rob this week is 
sorting out pests in 
the greenhouse and 
on his plot and 
checks on herbs. 


0 All plants available from the GN Shop - www.gardennewsshop.co.uk 


T o bring instant 

impact, reat drama 
and focus to your 
patio, you can do a 
lot worse than add 
some targe, exotic-tooking, tall, 
mature ptants in large pots to 
your collection of containers. 

Structural, evergreen ptants 
soLd in the garden centre as 
Large specimens now are worth 
the extra expense, as they 
Look good immediately and 


need very Little maintenance 
each year. Sit them in your 
seating area for an exotic feel 
as you enjoy a balmy summer 
eveningand pretend you're in 
far flung climes! 

White they Look instantly 
eye-catching and give your 
garden maturity and pizzazz, 
conversely they're the plants 
you can 'ignore' alt summer 
because they tend to largely 
Look after themseLves! 


Of course, alt plants in pots, 
and especially newly-planted 
ones, need watering in dry 
spells but other than that 
they're a piece of cake. Use 
a John Innes No 2 compost 
for pLanting, and just give 
them a balanced liquid 
fertiliser every two to three 
weeks once established. 

Here are a few sizzling 
specimens to try out 
on your patio. 


Fargesia ruffa 

Fountain bamboo 
makes a nice, weLL- 
behaved, leafy container 
pLant in a Large pot. Up 
to 3 m (10 ft) tall. 


Aucuba 

japonica 

Spotty laureL is the 
perfect, easy-going plant 
for a shady spot. Very 
low maintenance. 


Phormium 

Arching droops of 
tongue-Like leaves need 
no maintenance. Likes 
full sun and very well- 
drained soil. 


Tracbycarpus 

fortunei 

Fan palms are hardy 
enough for our climate 
and look spectacular in a 
Large pot in sun. 


Terry is a best-selling 
author and star of 
BBC Radio 2’s Jeremy 
Vine Show. He takes 
time to admire the 
beauty of the Valley. 


WITH 


Add instant impact with some tropical-looking treats 
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What to do 






You'll be amazed at just how 
easy and successful it is! 

great method to experiment 
with, particularly ifyou're 
a beginner at propagating 
plants, is to take softwood 
pelargonium cuttings 
from new season's growth - it's 
surprisingly easy and will almost 
always guarantee success! 

Early summer is the season of softwood 
cuttings from plants' fresh growth, 
which can be grown on and potted up 
to make solid plants by autumn. You 
then overwinter them for nextyear. It 
might be thatyou're intending to swap 
plants with a friend or community 
group, or simply want to see if you can 
succeed with this wonderful process 
and extend your collection of plants. 

Choose reasonably large 7.5cm 
(3in) pots so you have room to put 
a few cuttings in, use a reaLly well¬ 
draining cuttings compost mix with 
horticultural grit or Perlite in to 
help it drain well, and remember to 
labeL pots! Cuttings only take a few 
weeks to root. Once you've mastered 
pelargoniums, why not try softwood 
cuttings of other pLants such as buddleja, 
verbena, fuchsia and hydrangea? 




1 Choose a few healthy, robust 
shoots and cut them off above 
a leaf joint from the stem. 



Leave two or three Leaves on 
the cutting and remove the 
rest to create a clear stem. 



Cut the end of the stem at an 
angle and dip the ends in 
rooting powder. 



Make holes around the pot 
edge and insert each cutting. 
Water so compost is just moist. 
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Through the summer months water Features are at their best and 
the gentle sound of running water is very therapeutic and soothing. 
Water Features are also a magnet For wildliFe including birds and 
insects that come to drink and bathe. During warm weather the 
water soon evaporates, especially in small Features that are in 
direct sun. Check them regularly to make sure they don't run dry 
which can damage the pump and top them up with Fresh water. 
Mains tap water is Fine For this and iFdone little and oFten it helps to 
keep the water bright and clear. 




Control ivy on 
walls and fenc 


ivy is one of those plants 
that people either 
Love or hate! I really 
like it and think that 
the glossy, evergreen 
foliage is very attractive 
altyear round. It also 
provides food, shelter 

and nesting sites for a range of birds and insects. It can, however, 
soon take over waLLs and fences and, if not trimmed back, very soon it 
will become a crowded mass of growth that can damage the structure. 
Where ivy growth is thick, check for birds' nests or wait untiL August, but 
where it's only just starting to encroach, you can cut some back now. 




Container plants need all our help when it comes to getting their 
nourishment. Most compost provides a good amount of feed for a 
few weeks, then this becomes depleted and they're on their own. 
Pop the stated dose into your watering can and give most of your 
pLants a helping hand. Do this every week to 10 days. If your plants 
are grown for their leaves, use a high nitrogen liquid Feed, and a 
tomato Feed For Flowering and Fruiting plants. However, do check on 
individual plants' needs if you're not sure oF their requirements. 




Keep edging 
the Lawn 
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ReguLar 
trimming of 
the Lawn is a 
good way to 
keep it tidy 
and maintain 
a thick cover 
of grass. To 

make it look really smart it's just as important 
to trim the edges. If done every time you mow, 
it's very easy and fast to do. A strimmer can be 
used but for a perfect cut, a pair of long-armed 
shears take some beating. If the trimmings are 
short allow them to faLL onto the soil and then use 
a Dutch hoe to hoe along the edge, which mixes 
them into the soil where they quickly rot down. 


CHECK PERENNIAL STAKES 


Some perennials grow quickly 
and even ifyou gave the new 
growth some support as they 
started to grow in spring, it's 
worth checking them again now. 
Where they've grown taller or 
wideryou might need to add 
some additional supports to 
contain the new growth. To do 
this use twiggy pea sticks or 
purpose-made plant supports, 
which come in many different 
shapes and designs. The aim 
is to make sure everything is 
weLL supported and secure 
before the pLants start to 
flower and if done carefuLLy, 
you shouldn't see too much of 
the supports, only the plants. 
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My best-laid plans have been put on hold," 
so for now I'm embracing a new opportunity 


M ost people have 

something about 
their garden 
they'd like 
, to change. 

Not necessarily something 
fundamental such as the aspect, 
location or even size, but one 
of those niggling irritations 
that you struggLe to get around 
to fixing- the want of a shed, 
or a tumbledown garage that 
needs demolishing, a fence that 
needs painting- and, in my 
case, the fact that the whole 
end of the garden is taken up 
by a dark green roller door. 


Now, this is something that 
I've been meaning to address 
since the day we arrived. It's 
ugly, it's in full view of the house 
and I can't take nice pictures 
that include it, which is a bit of a 
drag in my line of business. And 
there isn't even a garage behind 
it - it's literally a port on to the 
back lane, designed so you can 
drive through it and park. On 
the garden. My garden. As if 
that's ever going to happen! 

Having had one eye-watering 
quote for building a waLl and 
rejected it, we came up with an 
alternative plan for a nice fence, 
gate and some extra 
I storage - which we were 

1 going to turn our hands to 
over the Easter holidays. 
And then, as with so 
rw much, events overtook 
■ us and the plans had 
^1 to be put on ice. 

^ Yet gardening goes on 

and this is as good a time 

r as any to address the 
• I elephantine carbuncle 
in the room. Dear 
I reader, it exists and I 

11 dislike it. Yet there's 

one smalL chink of 
1^® light. Because it's at 


I’m putting my 
eyesore door i 
to good use! J 


me an idea. Clearly, it's going to 
be some weeks or even months 
until the stars align and we can 
do away with the roLler-portal 
of doom, but in the meantime, 
I'm going to Line up tomatoes 
and other veggies in front of it 
and make use of all that heat! 

I’LL plant my tomatoes into 
big pots of water-retentive 
peat-free compost from www. 
dalefootcomposts.co.uk, my 
father-in-law has promised 
me peppers, and I may even 
experiment with outdoor 
chillies, too. I just hope that 
the conditions aren't so hot 
that, in the end, they broil! 


the end of the garden, it faces 
south and because it's a dark 
colour it absorbs the heat from 
the sun Like nobody's business. 

In that sheltered corner the solar 
gain is immense - and that gave 


Tasty toms will 
make use of my 
garden hotspot 


The problem with growing plants in pots is providing sufficient water. 

A good drying day with warm, sunny, breezy conditions, may be excellent 
for laundry, but it's a mixed blessing for gardeners! Large containers will 
dryout (and heat up) more slowly than smaller ones, maximising water 
efficiency and reducing desiccation. Dishes underneath wilL conserve water, 
while clustering plants together increases local humidity and helps reduce 
wilting. Water early or Late in the day, and give your plants a good drink. 


Be mindful of 
thirsty pots ^ 


Follow Naomi's progress as she gets to grips 
with her tiny urban garden on heavy Bristol clay 
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PHOTOS: TERRY WALTON 



Admiring the work of Mother Nature is cl 
one of the real pleasures of Life on the plot 


H ow I love these 

Long, baLmy June 
nights! Having spent 
many hours on the 
allotment, weeding 
and planting during the morning, 
it's great to return in the Late 
evening having feasted on your 
own produce to sit and look at 
the pLot. i sit on the step by the 
greenhouse and I can survey 
the whole of my LittLe piece of 
paradise. To quote a famous poet 
'what is this life if, full of care, 
we have no time to stand and 
stare?' Very apt on an allotment. 


The backdrop to the plot is the 
wooded hillsides of the valley, 
which right now are a verdant 
green, i wonder at the changes 
that have occurred in this 
former mining valley, where the 
hillsides have been reclaimed 
from the black slag heaps 
and restored to their previous 
splendour of hundreds ofyears 
ago. In my small lifetime on this 
allotment I've witnessed many 
of these changes first hand, 
and I'll be eternally grateful for 
the privilege of experiencing 
nature reclaim her own. 


My sweetcorn 
has a good ■ 
root structure 


My beans are 
looking good 


But enough of this 
daydreaming; I'm soon brought 
back to reality when one of 
our many plot holders passes 
me, at a safe distance, and 
says 'how's the plot faring?' 

The greenness of the plot 
is being broken up by the 
appearance of flowers here 
and there, and no more so 
than on the 'walls' of runner 
beans, which have reached the 
top of their canes. Their bright 
crimson flowers conjure up great 
expectations that, in a few short 
weeks, we'll be harvesting the 
tenderyoung beans. The runner 


bean is X&4 vT-.* 

probably fi ^ 

among ' 

my most 

favoured vegetables 
as it provides the most prolific 
crop for the smallest amount of 
ground used. All it needs is very 
fertile soil, plenty of water to 
flourish and the help of many 
bumble bees to pollinate the 
flowers. These will then fillyour 
dinner plate right throughout 
summer and, in addition, will 
stock the freezer for those 
winter hot dinners. There's 
nothing better than the taste 
of a runner bean in a winter 
dinner to rekindle pleasant 
thoughts of the summer past. 

With the plot nearly full 
the plant swap has, at least, 
come to an end. All our surplus 
plants have been exchanged 
for various crops we weren't 
going to grow this year! Also, 
all that crop rotation planning 
and spacing has gone out the 
window as more plants are 
squeezed in to an already 
crowded plot. Must say no! 


The rolling green 
hills are always 
a sight to behold 


My Last major planting of this summer is my sweetcorn. This was 
behind schedule as I planted it in the late May cold snap and it 
just sat there in its root trainers refusing to grow. But now, at last, 
it can be set free and, to aid pollination, I grow the pLants quite 
close together. This will allow the pollen from the top tassels to 
fall on the tassels of the unformed kernels and pollinate them to 
swell the tight cobs. Just have to be patient now until at least mid 
August for my daily feast on the sweet beautiful cobs. There's 
no better taste than corn eaten within two hours of harvesting! 


In goes the 
sweetcorn 


Star of BBC Radio 2's Jeremy Vine Show and best-selling author. His 
allotment sits in the Rhondda Valley 
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Use a cage or netting to stop birds stealingyour crops! 


T he soft fruit season 

is now upon us 
and already early 
strawberries are 
ripening, soon to 
be followed by raspberries, 
gooseberries, red and 
blackcurrants, blueberries, 
blackberries and aLl the other 
hybrid berries. All are delicious 
and not only do we wait with 
bated breath for them to ripen, 
our feathered friends do, too! 


BLackbirds and starlings love 
fruit and will descend on them 
to strip plants bare. Foryou to 
get the fruit, you need to be able 
to protect them and there are 
various ways you can do this. 

A fruit cage is a traditional 
way to protect many soft fruits 
and they come in easy-to-buitd 
kits in all shapes and sizes. 

My home-made fruit cage is a 
timber frame with wire netting 
over it, with a removabte front 


for access to maintain and pick 
crops. Small frames or cloches 
covered with fine mesh or fleece 
work very well and can be moved 
around the garden as needed to 
protect different plants. Plastic 
netting is also a good and cost- 
effective way to keep birds off 
ripening fruits, butyou need to be 
careful to make sure it completely 
covers the plants to prevent 
birds from getting underneath 
it and becoming trapped. 


TOP TIPS 



1 A permanent fruit cage is 
perfect for growing soft 
fruit in the ground, or for 
fruits being grown in large pots. 



2 Low-growing plants such 
as strawberries can be 
protected with low net or 
mesh cloches over the rows. 



3 Black or green bird netting 
is effective but be careful 
to completely cover the 
plants to avoid trapping birds. 



d 




Bird scarers made from 
children's windmills, 
shiny tape or from old 
plastic bottles will help to 
frighten birds away. 
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REMOVE 
STRAWBEI 
RUNNERS 

When strawberry plants start to fruit, they also produce runners 
from the centre of the plant. These Long stems with small 
strawberry pLants on the ends are the plant's natural way of 
spreading to form a large clump. If they're left on to develop, 
when the end of the runners touches damp soil they'll root and 
form new plants. Unless you want runners to propagate new 
plants, it's always best to remove them by snipping them off. This 
way the plant's energy goes into fruit production and you get 
larger plants instead of a tangled mass of growth. 


Tie in greenhouse tomatoes 

Greenhouse tomatoes are 
growing welt now and 
making plenty op growth. 

If left to grow naturally 
they'll make a large, bushy 
plant, so we tend to train 
them as a single stem 
or cordon. To do this it's 



simpLy a case of training 
the main central stem by 
tying it at regular intervals 
to a cane with soft string. 

All sideshoots that develop in the leaf joints should be pinched or 
cut out as soon as they're spotted. And remember, don't pinch out the 
growing point at the top and leave all trusses of flowers to develop. 



Broad beans picked fresh 
from the garden are sweet 
and succulent. Pick ripe 
pods from the bottom of the 
pLants upwards and continue 
to harvest frequently. Finger- 
thick 7.5cm (3in) long pods can 
be steamed whole or eaten raw, 
but ifyou want pods to shelL, wait 
until the shape of the swollen beans 
is visible. Keep picking reguLarly and avoid 
any podded beans showing a bLack scar because these will be too 
tough. Shelled broad beans can also be frozen easiLy, too. 


HARVEST 
OAD BEANS 



PICK CUT-AND 
COME- AG AIN SALADS 


The key to cut-and-come-again salads is to pick little and often, which 
prevents plants maturing and ensures they keep producing handfuls 
of leaves every few days for a long period of time. So keep picking and 
add tasty greens to salads most days. You can still sow salads as they 
take no time to germinate and grow, so get going with more now. Try 
basil, beetroot, chard, lettuce, mustard, kale, sorreL, spinach, cress, 
alL of which have tasty baby leaves. Sow in a mix or in rows together 
in a large pot of good muLti-pur pose or veg compost and water well. 




PLANT'EGG AND 
CHIPS' IN A POT! 


These grafted plants, with potato on 
the bottom and aubergine on top, 
are a novel way to save space and 
experiment at the same time! The two 
plants are in the same family, so this 
is why they can be grown together. 
Plants are still available from T&M, 
and can be planted now in a large 
container of multi-purpose compost 
in full sun. Feed weekly with liquid 
tomato feed and from August 
untiL mid-autumn you can harvest 
aubergines. Once aubergines have 
finished cut back plants to the base 
and harvest the potatoes below. 


Subscribe for just £4.50 a month! Go to www.greatmagazines.co.uk/gn 
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the biggest Internet portal, 
providing you various content: 
brand new books, trending movies, 
fresh magazines, hot games, 
recent software, latest music releases. 


Unlimited satisfaction one low price 
Cheap constant access to piping hot media 
Protect your downloadings from Big brother 

Safer, than torrent-trackers 

18 years of seamless operation and our users' satisfaction 


All languages 
Brand new content 

One site 




AvaxHome - Your End Place 


We have everything for all of your needs. Just open https://avxlive.icu 








I'm planting 
out kale ■» 


standard shape 
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The fruit on my cherry 
needs thinning 

‘ m i'.* 


I'm being inspired in the greenhouse 
to use a method from Victorian days 


aving a 
greenhouse 
allows us 
gardeners to 
grow a multitude of veg, 
which would be difficult, 
if not impossible, to grow 
outside in an average 
British summer. That 
said, it can also come 
with a set of problems 
you don't usually find 
outside, including red 
spider mite, which are 
sap-sucking insects that 
lead to yellow mottled 
leaves and early leaf fall on certain 
crops such as aubergines, peppers 
and even indoor peach trees 
(I speak from experience on this!). 

These pesky insects prefer 
the drier environment of the 
greenhouse to thrive, so I’m 
taking a tip from the Victorians 
to help prevent the problem by 
having water in the greenhouse. 


HEN 
ENER 

Rob Smith 

Winner of The 
Big Allotment 
Challenge 
and a seed 
guardian for 
the Heritage 
Seed Library 


I'll be filling a few metal 
buckets that will slowly 
evaporate and increase 
the humidity, whereas 
the Victorians used to 
have sunken ponds or 
containers in their glass 
houses. You can also 
damp down the hard 
paths in your greenhouse 
to increase the 
humidity and hopefully 
prevent the mites. 

Outside I'm giving the 
cherry tree a gentle shake 
to encourage the smaller 
and deformed fruit to fall as part of 
the 'June drop', then I’ll be covering 
the branches with netting or cherry 
sleeves, which should protect them 
from the birds that usually eat the 
ripening fruit before I get a look in. 
Try to use white netting if possible 
as birds can get their feet stuck in 
loose black netting, making them 
easy prey for predators. 


I’m planting kale out this week 
in one of my brassica cages with 
Brussels sprouts, but before I do 
I'm giving the space a good weed 
and staking the sprouts. I use a 
sturdy cane and tie the plants in 
around 30cm (1ft) up from the 
ground and then every 30 cm 
(lft) as they grow. This, along 
with firming the plants in well, 
should encourage tight buttons 
rather than blown ones which are 
a result of plants rocking in the 
wind. The kale will be planted 
in the same bed as the sprouts, 
which is covered by Environmesh 
to prevent problems from insects 
and birds. This is because kale 
can also grow pretty tall and the 
shorter cages I use for cabbages 
and cauliflower will hinder their 


Herbs also need a little attention in the garden during June, be it 
increased watering of potted plants or planting out seed-grown 
specimens like my lemon balm 'Mandarins', which actually 
has a more orange-like flavour rather than lemon (does this 
make it orange balm?). This variety is more trailing than 
regular lemon balm, so perfect for pots or the corner of raised 
beds, where it'll soften the edges as it grows over the side. 
Standard bay trees wilL also need some TLC as they start to 
produce suckers, which need removing on a regular basis 
otherwise your standard tree wiLl soon revert to a bush! 

Remove just beLow soil level with a sharp knife or secateurs. 


Keep snipping o|f f 
suckers on bay mm 
trees to retain their 
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growth. Before covering the plants 
back over I inspect them to make 
sure I remove any stray caterpillars or 
slugs that can run rampant under the 
netting, and if there are any whitefly 
I like to give the plants a spray with 
SB Invigorator to help control them. 
Another preventative method I use to 
help lessen any insect problems on my 
brassicas is planting sacrificial plants 
nearby. I use nasturtiums to attract 
cabbage white butterflies and blackfly 
away from crops - and they also look 
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Filling buckets with 
water will hopefully 
increase humidity levels 
in the greenhouse 
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quite pretty while they're doing 
their job. Dotting a few around 
the garden will encourage pests 
away from your brassicas, and 
then pests can either be picked 
off or the plant dug up and 
disposed of if the infestation 
is severe. I'm also planting out 
my young celery plants, which I 


use for soups and stews almost 
like a herb. I don't bother with 
a trench, earthing up or any 
of that hassle; I just plant the 
young plants out around 30cm 
(lft) apart and use the leaves 
and stalks as a flavouring 
in my cooking rather than a 
vegetable, it’s much easier. 



NEXT WEEK The perfect veg plot 
flowers, plus sowing short pea varieties 




FOR SHOWING 


A new way to 
grow long carrots 

Carrots grown in coconut-based medium 
are far superior to those grown in sand 



I often think how different 
growing celery, leeks 
and onions is to growing 
parsnips, carrots and beet. The 
difference, of course, being 
that you can actually see what 
you're growing with the first 
three so you know exactly 
what you are going to display 
With the last three you haven't 
got a clue what you’ve got 
until you pull them up! 

This year I harvested 
some long carrots on the 
Tuesday before the Chelsea 
Flower Show should’ve 
started. The carrot on the 
left in the picture, as well 
as the parsnip on the right, 
were grown in my usual 
method inside 45 gallon 
drums filled with sand. 

The carrot in the middle formed 
part of a trial with nine long carrots 
grown in 15cm (6in) diameter pipes 
1.2m (4ft) in length and all filled 
with Canna Coco Professional, a 
coconut-based growing medium. 

The foliage was very clean and 
healthy and the one grown in 
Canna Coco was far superior on all 



counts, particularly on 
skin finish as it was really smooth. 
This carrot had been growing for 
just 18 weeks. From the moment 
they were thinned down to one 
they really did grow well. 

After the pipes were filled with 
the coco fibre they were soaked 
with water and the day after, as 
the coco had settled, they were 
topped up with more coco and 
the seed sown. From that point 
on they weren’t given any water 
at all, just a nutrient liquid feed 
of Canna A and B, which are two 
liquids containing all the essential 
elements for optimal growing in 
the coco. I’ll leave the remainder in 
to see how well they do later on. 

Next year for Chelsea I’ll grow 
more long carrots in pipes as well as 
some parsnips, all in Canna Coco. 
Bear in mind if you do grow the roots 
this way they must be under cover 
as any rain getting at them would 
totally dilute the nutrient level. 

■ Why not follow me on Twitter 
throughout the season as I grow 
vegetables for my display at 
Malvern - @medwynsofangles. 


Medwyn has been awarded 12 Chelsea golds and an MBE! 


For perfect plants at perfect prices go to www.gardennewsshop.co.uk 
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Gentiana acauUs 


to growing naturally 
** in the meadows — 




Planting for holiday memories 
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fabulous trip to the Italian Dolomites 


E very spring visitors to our nursery 

would tell us how fabulous the scenery 
and, of course, the alpine plants, were 
in the Selva region of the Dolomites 
in northern Italy. But leaving a nursery in the 
middle of summer - the prime time to visit 
mountains to see alpine plants - is difficult to 
justify. A typical summer's day on the nursery 
involves 12 hours work, made up of watering, 
shading, potting, moving plants, collating 
mail orders, dealing with customers, checking 
cuttings and more. Leaving it for a holiday was 
almost impossible. But you only get one life, and 
when an extremely capable friend offered to 
look after our nursery we jumped at the chance. 




Michael Mitchell 


Michael and his wife Allison own 
Slack Top Alpine Nursery, situated 
282m (925ft) above sea Level on a 
north-facing slope in the Yorkshire 
Pennines. They have won nine gold 


medals since they started exhibiting at major 
shows in 2006. Michael is the author of Alpines 
-An Essential Guide and has raised many new 
varieties over 30 years. 

We stayed in Selva di Val Gardena, after a 
short flight to Verona in early July. The weather 
was good and regular buses ran to all the main 
mountain passes. Footpaths are well signed 
and numerous. And the plants were glorious! 

After stepping off the bus at the top of 
the Pordoi Pass we were gazing at meadows 
made up of dazzling purple vetches, orchids, 
daisies, buttercups and clovers, dotted with 
gentians, lilies, dianthus, plus many other 
herbs and grasses. Venturing further, while 
being awestruck at the magnificence of the 
enormous limestone peaks still wearing patches 
of snow, we found ourselves walking over 
sheets of Dry as octopetala, Gentiana verna, and 
between rocks and scree, the purple and orange 


snapdragons of Lina ria alpina and the sulphur 
yellow discs of alpine poppies. As if it wasn't 
spectacular enough, we took the cable car to 
a James Bond-style eyrie perched at 3,000m 
(9,842ft), which provided the most wonderful 
views of the area. The temperature was barely 
above freezing and a keen wind whipped across 
the lunar landscape of rock and snow, yet even 
here we found plants such as saxifraga growing 
as hard little cushions only a couple of inches 
across and bearing bright purple flowers. 

Seeing these plants growing in their 
natural environment gives clues as how 
best to attempt to cultivate them in our 
own gardens. Mountain soils generally 
include a high percentage of grit and rock, 
facilitating rapid drainage. Most plants are 
found growing on open sites with little or 
no protection from the weather, although 
shelter from the prevailing wind or shade 
from hot sun may be provided in the form 
of rocks and cliff locations. What is clear 
is that alpines are incredibly tough. If 
they can survive up there all year round 
then it should be perfectly possible to 
grow them in our gardens, providing we 
give them a well-drained soil. 
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Pulsatilla wM 
vulgaris seed 
heads in July 


Dry as oc tope tala 
forms a neat mat 
of foliage with b*. 
flowersappearing 
in early summer ■ 


' Edelweiss is 
w the epitome ^ 
Am » of the alps 


A 30-minute bus ride took us to the 
Gardena Pass where we saw the most 
splendid display of edelweiss {Leontopodium 
alpinum ) growing in a cafe windowbox. 

We also found plants growing naturally, 
including alpine asters, dianthus and the 
shaggy seed heads of spring-flowering 
pulsatilla. In our own alpine garden some 
of these plants do best just in good garden 
soil with added grit and sharp sand. For 
example, Pulsatilla vulgaris will, within 
the space of two or three years, make a 
magnificent clump with perhaps as many 
as 50 plus gorgeous goblet-shaped flowers, 
in shades of pink, purple, white or red. 

If you ever get the chance to go to the 
Dolomites, do go. Its UNESCO World Heritage 
Site status symbolises just how spectacular 
it is and you'll never forget the experience. 


Slack Top Alpine Nursery, Hebden 
Bridge, West Yorkshire. Tel: 01422 
845348. www.slacktopnurseries.co.uk. 



Get orchids to bloom again 

Keep feeding and watering for strong and healthy plants 


O nce your orchid has finished its current 

flush of blooming, your next questions 
are bound to be about making it flower 
again. Before we can get flowers we need to 
make sure we grow a healthy and strong plant. 

Once most orchids have finished their 
flowering season, they often then enter into 
a growing phase, using this time to produce 
new leaves, roots and pseudobulbs. Many, 
such as cymbidiums, oncidiums, dendrobiums 





Regular misting keeps 
plants healthy, even 
when not in flower 


Sara Rittershausen 

The third generation to run her 
family's orchid nursery, Burnham 
Nurseries, in Devon. Sara has won 
many Gold medaLs at Chelsea 
and is a Royal Horticultural 
Society orchid judge. 



and miltoniopsis, need to produce a new 
pseudobulb in order to flower again. Orchids 
such as phalaenopsis and vandas don’t produce 
any pseudobulbs and only need to have grown 
a new leaf or two in order to flower again. 

Regular watering, misting and feeding with 
a high nitrogen orchid feed during this time 
all help to make a large enough bulb or leaf to 
support new flowers. Switch to a high potash 
feed when the new bulb or leaf is nearly to its 
full potential to help encourage the flowers. 

Temperature and light also play a big part 
in making orchids bloom. Cool growers like 
cymbidiums, dendrobiums and oncidiums 
require a drop to IOC (50F) or even below 
on winter nights to initiate the flower stem 
production. Too warm and the plant will be 
forced into an early spring and new leaf growth. 
Most orchids like good light in winter, and 
shade in summer, this winter sun will also 
help re-flowering the following season. 

So if you have a stubborn orchid that won't 
re-flower, make sure it's healthy and then move 
to a slightly cooler position, feed it with potash 
fertiliser or give extra light. All these changes will 
help to give it the kick start back into flowering. 


For perfect plants at perfect prices go to www.gardennewsshop.co.uk 
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PHOTOS: SHUTTERSTOCK 


















Diana Hudson; by email 

Stefan says: You say you have 
had success in the past but this 
year your 'Nantes 2' in a large pot 
indoors and 'Chantenay 3' outdoors 
have produced very little. I can 
only speculate over some possible 
causes. First, let's assume you're 
using fresh seed. Carrot seed stored 
until ideal conditions in a fridge will 
remain viable for about three years 
but, in my experience, germination 
declines quickly and I always 
use the freshest seed possible. 

Second, as I am sure you know, 


carrot seed is not the quickest 
to germinate. Most of the carrot 
family - the umbellifers - have 
seeds that are fairly slow. Carrots 
can take three weeks and parsley 
even longer, while parsnip seed 
is not only slow but also erratic 
and has the lowest guaranteed 
percentage germination of 
all common vegetables. 

Lastly, and most importantly, 
because carrot seeds are small 
with a relatively tiny food reserve, 
they must not be sown too deeply. 


■1 ▼ fg 1 ■ J 


I make the very shallowest of drills 
-lcm (Hin) deep at the most - and 
cover them carefully. But sowing 
seeds so close to the surface means 
they're also highly prone to finding 
themselves lying in dry soil, so 


it's most important to keep 
the soil damp over the long 
germination period and I 
think this is the most common 
reason so many gardeners find 
carrot seed to be frustrating. 


- > 1 


Professor Buczacki is a horticultural expert, writer 
and former chair of Gardeners' Question Time 


Got a problem? Our Problem Solver 
can help! See our contact detaiLs on 

page 3 #CNASKTHEEXPERTS « 



Celery 

| One of the biggest problems 

5 with celery is getting all 
§ leaves and no stalks, which is 

LLl 

| caused by putting plants out 
§ too early in spring. 

o 

X 



Cauliflower 

Getting a good-sized curd can 
be a problem, which is caused 
by fluctuating temperatures, 
so hold planting out until the 
weather settles. 



Lettuce 

Although an easy one to grow, 
you can have problems with 
bolting in hot weather, so 
keep well-watered over 
the summer. 



Easy enough to grow, but 
you need to plant in blocks 
to make sure that you get 
a good pollination and, 
therefore, full cobs. 


46 Garden News /June 20 2020 





































Carrot seeds shouldn't 
be sown too deep 


What can I do about my 
weather-battered hydrangea? 





If carrot fly is a probLem, 
choose resistant varieties J! 
or protect with a fine net 



I don't have a definitive answer 
for you, but I would discourage 
you from trying to get around the 
problem by raising your plants 
in pots or modules and then 
transplanting. I know the best show 
competitors may do this but, for 
everyday garden practice, it's likely 
to result in roots that are distorted 
by the transplanting process. 

And, finally, a word about 
varieties. There's certainly nothing 
wrong with 'Nantes' types or 
'Chantenay’ carrots, and I grow 
them myself, but if carrot fly is 
or is likely to be a problem. Do 
choose varieties with resistance 
like 'Flyaway' and 'Resistafly'. 


Alison Hawe, by email 

Stefan says: The variety 'Annabel le' 
is one of my favourite hydrangeas and 
has large, ball-shaped inflorescences of 
white flowers. But yours has certainly 
taken a battering and, although the 
wind and rain have obviously taken 
their toll, some of the damage looks to 
me like frost. Hydrangeas in many 
parts of the country were affected by 
the unexpectedly sharp late frost we 
had recently. Those in my own garden 
certainly looked sad a few weeks ago. 

I suggest you take the secateurs to 
your plant and cut out all the damaged 
parts, cutting back as far as necessary 
until you reach unaffected shoots. Do 
this as soon as possible, then give the 
plant liquid fertiliser once a week to 
help it overcome the set-back. It will 
look a bit misshapen for a while and 
this year's flowering may be affected 
but overall the plant will recover. 



Cutting out damaged m 
shoots will help your 
hydrangea recover 




I 

Sap Leaking from 
the stem of stone 1 
fruit could be ? 
bacterial canker lift 

• '• Aft# 



Why are my 
gooseberries 
sickly with 
fluffy coatings 
on berries? 

Linda Fawcett, by email 


What's causing the 
sap to leak from the 
stem of my apricot? 

Alan Tipper, by email 

Stefan says: A number of factors can cause a gum-like 
resin to exude from stone fruits such as apricots. Almost 
any form of severe stress can bring it about - shortage of 
nutrients, shortage of water, the tree being densely shaded, 
a heavy clay soil - although I fear I shall be the bearer of 
bad tidings because I suspect the cause in this case may 
be bacterial canker. This is a serious disease that's 
generally more severe on plums and cherries but apricots 
can certainly be attacked, too. The only factor that makes 
me less than certain is that I can't see any signs of the small 
bark depressions that normally accompany canker and it’s 
not clear from your picture if the tree overall is showing 
any suggestion of dying back. In any event, there’s no cure 
so I suggest you simply wait and see. If the effects become 
worse, there will be no alternative but to remove the tree. 



Stefan says: I’m fairly sure these 
symptoms are those of a disease called 
American gooseberry mildew because 
you say the plant overall is also not doing 
well. It’s so called because, unsurprisingly, 
the problem originated in North America 
but it has been common in Europe for over 
100 years. It's one of those diseases that 
varies considerably in its intensity season 
by season. I don't recommend spraying 
and the best solution is to replace the 
affected bush with one of t he newer 
mildew-resistant varieties like 'Captivator', 
'Greenfinch', ’Hinnomaki Red', ‘Martlet 1 or 
the spineless kind 'Pax 1 . 


, i 


continues over the n 


I N £ 
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Abiorbma Mole 


Super Stretch Sandal 

Easy to wear, this stretchable sandal simply moulds 
to your foot shape for unbelievable all-day comfort. With a 
padded shock absorbing insole and adorned with 
rhinestones. Upper and lining Textile, sole other materials. 

Available in sizes 3 to 8. 

0 yA&y By Telephone: 






Dr Lightfoot 

COMFORT CONCEPT 



NORMALLY DESPATCHED WITHIN 72HRS BUT PLEASE ALLOW 14-21 DAYS FOR DELIVERY IN EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES *Our 
Standard Postage & Packing charge includes Insurance covering any loss or damage to your goods in transit. For any queries Customer 

Services can be contacted on 01377 249889. 


Lines are open Monday to Friday 8am to 8pm. Saturday 8am to 5pm. Sunday 9am to 5pm. 

Calls charged at 13p per minute plus your phone company's access charge. 

Browse our |ull rawae oj- {^skiow k |oo+wear online: 

fashionfriendly.uk.com 

Quote code KGN025 at the checkout and you’ll 

get 20% off your entire order! 


Fashion Friendly, Wadsworth Road, Driffield, Y025 9DJ 


Mrs/Ms/Mr 


Address 


Initials 


Surname 


Code 

Qty 

Sizes(s) 

Coiour(s) 

Price 

23818 Heidi 





23818 Heidi 





23818 Heidi 





Please Add £4.99 P&P To Your Order 

£ 


Postcode 


I enclose my cheque/PO for £ 


i 


Telephone No. 


OR debit my Mastercard/Visa/Maestro Card: Please tick: | _ | Mastercard 


inc. p&p (made payable to Fashion Friendly) 

Visa 


Maestro 


Delta 


Date of Birth_/_/ 

E-mail Address 


Start Date: 


We’d like to keep sending you catalogues and great offers from Fashion Friendly and other brands affiliated with Kingstown 

Associates, if you would prefer not to receive these please tick this box Q 


Issue Number: 



Expiry Date: 



Last 3 digits for 
Maestro (Switch) Only 


Card Security 
Number: 


PayPal 


tm 


Last 3 Digits On Pay by Paypal on web orders only 
Signature Strip 


Kingstown Associates Reg in England No. 6742414 


KGN025 
























































































THE PROBLEM 



r 


Why do the leaves on 
my brugmansia turn 
yellow and drop off? 

Iris Whitaker, Southport 



Stefan says: Brugmansia, or angel's trumpet, will be better known to 
many gardeners and houseplant owners under their old name, datura. 
They're spectacular, although highly poisonous plants, and I've always 
found they fall into the category of plants that grow wonderfully for 
some people but not, and for no obvious reason, for others. You say you 
have looked for red spider mite on your plants and this was sensible 
because in the dry conditions of our homes at this time of the year, 

red spider can be 
a problem. The second 
most common pest in 
my experience is 
whitefly, but I would 
have expected you to 
have seen the insects 
and the stickiness 
that’s caused by 
their sap-sucking 
activities. That leaves 
me with two other 
causes - either 


L=S 




Brugmansia can be grown 
outdoors in summer, but 
needs to be brought 
indoors overwinter 

''ll 


over-watering or 
under-watering - and 
only you can judge 
which it might be. 


Should I worry about the red 
and black spotted leaves on 
my Trachelospermum 


jasminoides ? 

Marilyn Knight, 
Northamptonshire 

Stefan says: Trachelospermum, 
the star jasmine, is one of my 
favourite evergreen climbers/ 
wall shrubs and a plant I've been 
recommending for years. You 
say yours is the variety 'Star of 
Toscane', which I haven't grown. 

I have the basic species, which we 
picked up a few years ago - just 
labelled as 'climber' - from a 
discount supermarket. 

Now, here is the interesting bit; 

I could show you a picture of my 
own plant and, apart from the fact 
that it’s not growing in a container, 
it appears almost identical to yours. 
It has lovely glossy foliage, really 
healthy new growth, masses of 
buds just about to burst into bloom 
and - wait for it - a scattering of red 
leaves with dark blotches. It has 



always done this and 

eventually the affected leaves 

drop or we pick them off. The cause w 

may be a minor disease but, in my 

experience, it doesn't spread and is 

no cause for alarm. 



Quick QUESTIONS 


What has happened 
to my orchid? 

Charlotte Clark, by email 

It’s clearly not at all happy 
and there could be a couple 
of reasons. The leaves may 
have been scorched in very 
hot sun or, most probably, it 
has been over-watered. It's 
an old maxim that you will 
never kill an orchid by letting 
it become dry but will do so 
very easily if it's over-watered. 


How should I treat these 
hippeastrum bulbs that 
flowered well Last Christmas? 
John Foster, Kendal 

You wonder if you should cut 
them back and/or water them. 
Personally, I always take the view 
that the plant itself will tell you 
what's needed and your plants 
have healthy foliage, which means 
they'll be building up the strength 
of the bulbs for next time. However, 
if you cut them back and stop 
watering, you will deny them 
the opportunity of doing this. 


What are the small 
slug-like creatures on 
my roses? 

Stephen Huy ton, by email 

I'm fairly sure the creatures 
you have seen are the 
larvae of the rose slug 
sawfly. These small, slug¬ 
like larvae will strip the leaf 
tissues. On an odd plant 
they can be picked off by 
hand but they may also be 
controlled by any approved 
rose insecticide spray. 


Are these spots of mould 
on my cucumbers and 
courgettes powdery mildew? 



Sam Braddick, 
by email 

Stefan says: You 

say your plants are 
in growing bags 
in a conservatory 
where the air will be 
warm, dry and still. 
These are the ideal 
conditions for the 
beginning of 
powdery mildew, 
the most common 
disease of plants 
in the cucumber 












Control powdery 
mildew now otherwise 
you'll get no crop 

F3 


family. Although in 

general I'm not an enthusiast for using chemical controls, I fear that 
unless you do something here, you may lose your plants even before the 
season has properly started. You must not, however, use products sold 
only for the control of powdery mildew on ornamentals like roses but 
choose a product that's also specified as suitable for edible crops and the 
one to use is Provanto Fungus Fighter Plus which contains the systemic 
fungicides Tebuconazole and Trifloxystrobin. 


READER HOTLINE 

Garden News staff are following Government guidelines and 
working from home, so sadly we can’t answer phone queries for 
the foreseeable future and can only reply to questions on email. 
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Lot of pots of 
blooms and 
a fledgling i 
cucumber! 


CHEEREDBY 

CHELSEA! 


by Chelsea 


lUgHtrtl past 

:s0 ( s sj4*"^e | 


Alternative eirenthlf 
gnd thehealtn b«ie| 


What GN writers thought 

of Virtual Chelsea 


I thought the BBC did a brilliant job in I gjlL IfiH kgljL WHS lH 

covering the best of many Chelseas! te- ^ 

I'm chairman of a horticultural society llB BSlI iss" S 

in Benfleet, Essex. We had contact with I L LJJJJ?: life I®1L H 

our members when lockdown started | 

and we sold more packets of seeds in 

April by mail order than the previous year, and have since been inundated 
from members buying perennials, bedding plants and garden accessories. 

Terry Babbage, by email 


I moved into a new property about 10 months ago and acquired 
I a very small backyard which needed a complete makeover. 

JL I’ve had new fencing and concrete laid. I've been getting pots 
and plants, some have been given to me but some I've ordered on 
the internet. Like lots of other people at this time, I'm trying my 
hand at growing fruit and veg, tomatoes, lettuce and cucumber. 

I didn't know that cucumbers can climb! It's a real learning curve - 
and one that I'm thoroughly enjoying! 

Angela Wait, by email 

Simon soys: Great to hear, Angela - even the smallest space can 
become a wonderful garden! Naomi Slade's Notes From A Small 
Garden (p36) is in GN every other week and is packed with ideas! m 


looper! 


In the garden the 
other day I came 
across this wonder. 
What a superb 
magpie moth this 
caterpillar is going 
to turn into! 

Elaine Mepham, York 


Angela wins a £25 voucher from Mr Fothergill's 
for use in its mail-order catalogue. It's packed 
with a huge choice of quality seeds and exciting 
flower, fruit and veg plants. 


y colourful 


I love your magazine - it’s so informative. I’ve fallen 
back in love with my garden since lockdown - it's 
keeping me sane and distracting my mind from 
all the nasties in the world right now. I've even 
upcycled an old cable reel to add a splash of colour. 
Paula McNally, Isle of Wight 


This is my bees' love hotel 
- look at them all huddled 
in this campanula flower! 

Rob Smith, by email 


#GNREALGARDENS 


Facebook.com/GardenNewsOfpcial 
Twitter.com/GardenNewsMag 
lnstagram@gardennewsmagazine 
Eit ti gn.letters@bauermedia.co.uk 


I used to send photos into 
the magazine and I'm 
new at this digital thing 
- hope I've done it right! 
Here's a bee enjoying my 
alstroemeria. 

Linda Byrne, Facebook 


GN staff are currently all working 
from home and unfortunately 
cannot receive readers' mail - 
but if you are able to email your 
letters and pictures, please do! 


This is my caLla lily 
looking amazing this year, 

Liam Russell, Facebook 


Thought I wouLd share my new 
banana addition to the garden. Just 
shows it's hot, hot, hot in the south! 

Tina Rust, Facebook 


With Simon Caney, GN Editor 


About 
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8 HousepLant commonly 
known as the hot water 
plant (9) 

9 Fall in small drops (4) 

10 Everlasting (7) 

12 How all contrary Mary's 
pretty maids were 
arranged (2,1,3) 

13 Possess (3) 

14 Digging toots (5) 

17 ... and this also, in a deck (4) 

18 Come to a halt (4) 

19 On a single occasion (4) 

20 Layer of earth equivalent 
to a fork's depth (4) 

21 Sweet made with honey, nuts 
and egg white (6) 

22 Tune, or atmosphere (3) 

24 Leisurely walk (6) 

26 Watch attentively (7) 

30 Prepared barley used in 
brewing (4) 

31 Weak and purposeless 
- unlike a cactus! (9) 





BTC 


v li 


1 Grass or Leaf collecting 
implement (4) 


2 Item of footwear (4) 

3 Word concluding a 
prayer(4) 

4 Prefix meaning English (5) 

5 North London borough (9) 

6 Notion, suggestion (4) 

7 Half-hardy annual, 
commonly known as the 
tobacco plant (9) 

11 Kniphofia, the_ 

poker (3,3) 


15 Type of plant that blooms 
continuously over a Long 
season (9) 

16 Left-winger (9) 

17 Tree of the Picea family (6) 
23 Popular garden bird (5) 

25 Porridge ingredient (4) 

27 Main stalk of a plant (4) 

28 Tall, slender-leaved 
water grass (4) 

29 Not difficult (4) 


WIN! A subscription to Garden News 


We're offering one crossword 
prize winner a free subscription 
to Garden News for the next 12 
issues! If you're already one of our 
Loyal subscribers-you could win 
a three-month subscription to one 
of our sister magazines (Garden 
Answers, Modern Gardens or 
Landscape) instead. They're aLL 
wonderful magazines packed 
with ideas to use in your garden. 
Due to safety advice over the 
ongoing Covid-19 crisis, we can't 


currently accept postal entries. 

But you can still stand a chance of 
winning by emailing us what the 
hidden clue is. Send your email 
to gn.letters@bauermedia.co.uk, 
making sure to write Crossword 
No 25 in the subject matter box. 

The winner will be drawn on 
June 27-subscriptions can take 
up to six weeks to commence. To 
see the full range of magazines 
available on subscription please 
visit www.greatmagazines.co.uk. 





DIANTHUS 

SOOTY' 

Dark, scented sweet 
William, perfect 
for pots and cut 
flower patches 


iiiatifli-lfli 


PLUS 

Summer 

growing 





from the 
National Tmst's Acorn 
Bank herb garden 



PLUS 

Super 
scented 
I flowers 
to pack 
a fragrant punch, 



SOUTH 


i\ 


ON TO CROSSWORD No 22 


May 30 


Across: 5 Tears 8 Recorder 9 A-tete 10 Leek 11 Erupt 12 Ice 15 The Hague 18 Boot 20 Undo 21 Rosewood 
22 Dig27 Greta 28 Offa 30 Miami 31 Ageratum 32 Yukon. Down: 1 Tete 2 Honks 3 Edges 4 Drought 5 Thatching 
6 Acer 7 Stew 10 Loiter 13 Ebbs 14 Norwegian 16 Good 17 Enigma 19 Nosegay 23 Carex 24 SoLar 25 Emmy 
26 Bark 29 Four. Hidden clue The Darting Buds of May, H. E. Bates. Winner of Crossword No 22 is Catherine 
Roche from Lichfield, Staffordshire. 









ground cover plants 


ON SALE 
EVERY 
TUESDAY! 
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A unique range of tools, materials & accessories for you to 
make beautiful & practical ideas for your home and garden 


tes & Fencing Birdfeeders 


House Signs 


T HOBBY OR SIDELINE TO 
ESS IDEAS LIKE: 


Garden Furniture & Lighting • Firebaskets & Log Holders 

Plant Supports • Tool Racks & Shelving 

Hanging Baskets & Brackets • Boot Racks & Scrapers 

Door & Window Grilles • and many more gift ideas 

for Home & Garden 

Call today for your free catalogue and if you quote 
our promo code MGN20 we will send you our new 

demonstration DVD free of charge. 

Dept MGN20, J & C R Wood Ltd, 66 Clough Road, Hull HUS 1SR 
Tel: 01482 345067 Email: info@jandcrwood.co.uk 

Visit our brand new on-line store at: 
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THE PERFECT FIT FORWIDER FEET™ 


The widest choice of quality, stylish wide fitting footwear in the 

UK! available for women and men in EE, 4E, 6E and 8E width fittings. 



for your FREE 128 page catalogue 

call 01933 311 077or visit 

www.widerfitshoes.co.uk 

i^easyfff shoes can also be bought through good independent shoe retailers. 

Visit our website to find your nearest stockist. 

FREE RETURN SERVICE for all UK orders 

^Excluding Postage St Packing. Not valid with any other promotion 



(N TVAfc 


II Excellent service and products, would recommend to anybody. 99 By D. Metcalf 



^ ^ m - * _ Wr - 

- Trustpilot Rated Excellent '^3 UiQ El IQ' H 


Call us on 01903 331222 for a catalogue ^ Find us online at www.homeandgardenextras.com 







































































P erfect for filling gaps in 

beds and borders, with 
masses of beautiful 
blousy flowers, these 
vigorous helianthemums, or 
rock roses, are hardy, drought 
tolerant and easy to grow. i 

With just a little pruning after ' 
flowering in late spring/summer, 
they'll reward you with another 
flush of flowers in late summer. 

In an assortment of varieties 
and colours, the flowers really 
stand out against the evergreen, 
shrubby, silver-green foliage and 
will bring the bees, butterflies and 
other beneficial wildlife to your 
garden - great for aiding pollination 
of other plants in your garden. 

Ideal as a ground cover plant 
or for growing in sometimes 
problematic areas such as rockeries, 
gravel areas or hot and dry borders, 
this helianthemum collection 
makes light work of hard areas. 

Supplied as a mixture of 
6 plug plants, individually 
named. Growing to 20cm (8in) 
high and 30 cm (1ft) wide. 

Product number: 480357 
£9.99 or buy 2 for £14.98 - save £5 


'Hendrix’ Tall Planter \ 

Add instant style to your patio with this 


easy to transport around the garden and 
being made from U V and weather- 
resistant plastic, you can use it year in, 
year out. Supplied as 1 x 46cm (18in) 

planter. Product number: 130378. 


Visit: www.gardennewsshop.co.uk 


THREE EASY WAYS TO ORDER CODE GNS195 


ONLINEwww.gardennewsshop.co.uk/GNS195 

BY PHONE Call the credit card and debit card order hotline on 0844 502 5744. 
(open 8am to 8pm, 7 days a week) and quote GNS195. Calls cost 5p/min plus your 
network’s access charge. 



480357 

Rock roses collection 

£9.99 



480357 

Rock roses collection x 2 SAVE £5 

£14.98 



130378 

'Hendrix’ tall planter x 1 

£14.99 



130378 

'Hendrix' tall planter x 2 SAVE £5 

£24.98 




P&P 

£6.99 




BY POST Send a cheque made payable to Garden News Shop to: Garden News Shop, 
PO Box 637, Wetherby Road, York Y026 ODQ. 


Orders dispatched within 21 working days. 

Contract for supply is with Garden News Shop, PO Box 637, Wetherby Road, York Y026 ODQ. 

Offer is subject to availability and in the event that it is oversubscribed, we reserve the right to send 
suitable substitutes. UI< delivery only. Delivery charges include postage, packaging & insurance. 
Surcharges may apply to deliver heavy or bulky items.machinery and for delivery to the following 
postcodes: AB, BT, DD8-11, GY, HS, IM, IV, JE, KA27-28, KW, PA20-80, PH19-50, TR21-25 & ZE. 


Full terms at www.gardennewsshop.co.uk. Offer closes July 20,2020. 


BECOME A GARDEN NEWS VIP SHOPPER 

Get £20 of vouchers and save 10 per cent on every order. Join the club for 
just £10 for a yearly membership or £5 for an auto renewal subscription. 
See www.gardennewsshop.co.uk for details 


W 1 






I enclose a cheque/postal order made payable to Garden 
News Shop (with name and address on the back) 



OR charge my Visa / Mastercard / Maestro card with: 

£ 

Card No. 


















Start Date 


Issue No. 
(Maestro/Switch) 


Expiry Date 


Signature 
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Sambucus 
Black Lace 


I i eaturing three 
I I beautiful plants, 

I 1 this lovely collection 

JL of shrubs will keep 

your garden looking colourful 
all year and provide you with 
five months of flowers. 

Our collection includes: 

■ Sambucus 'Black Lace' 
Black, dissected leaves and flat, 
pink-flushed flower panicles 
through May and June. Its 
fragrant flowers can be used to 
make elderflower cordial. They 
have a grape-musk scent and 
are followed by very deep red 
elderberries which are popular 
with birds. Height: 3m (10ft), 
Spread: 2m (6Yzi t). 

■ Philadelphus 'Little 
White Love' Philadelphus 
often get rather large. However, 
'Little White Love' stays 
unusually small and is awash 
with fragrant double blooms 
from May to July. Height and 
spread: 1m (314ft). 

■ Weigela ‘Pink Poppet' This 
free-flowering, compact shrub 
makes a lovely centrepiece to 
any large container. It flowers 
through August and September. 
Height and spread: 60cm (2ft). 

All plants supplied in 9cm 
(3V^in) pots in 14 days. 


Weigela 'Pink Poppet' 


PhiLadelphus L 
'Little White Love 


7ALL3an2 
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Hayloft 



R ose 'Cutie Pie' really 

is a little cutie. It's 
compact and its 
flowering is truly 
unbelievable. From late May it's 
a dome-shaped ball of pink and 
white and makes the perfect 
container plant. Height and 
spread: 2040cm (8in-l!4ft). 

Plants supplied in 9cm/3V^in 
pots in 14 days. 




ONLINE Visit www.hayloft.co.uk/ROGN. 

BY PHONE Call 01386 426 245 and quote code ROGN20-25. 

BY POST Cut out order form and post orders to Garden News Offer, 
PO BOX 2020, Pershore WR10 9BP. 


Offer closes July 21,2020. All orders will receive an order 
acknowledgement with approximate delivery date. 


All items are subject to availability; we reserve the right to send 
suitable substitutes or for paid for items, offer a refund. Offer available 
to UK addresses only. Reader Offers cannot be used in conjunction 
with any other promotions or discounts. Please tick here [j if you 
prefer not to receive offers from any company other than Hayloft. 



wit - i 




PSBl 

Sambucus "Black Lace' (xl) 

£15 



PWP1 

Weigela 'Pink Poppet’ (xl) 

£15 



PPL1 

Philadelphus 'Little White Love' (xl) 

£12 



SC3 

Spectacular shrubs collection (x3,1 of each above) SAVE £24 

£18 



PRCI 

NEW Rose ‘Cutie Pie' (xl) 

£14 



PRC3 

NEW Rose ‘Cutie Pie' (x3) HALF PRICE 

£21 



PRC6 

NEW Rose 'Cutie Pie' (x6) SAVE £45 

£39 



HGR1 

Rootgrow with mycorrhizal fungi (60g xl) 

£3.99 



HGR3 

Rootgrow with mycorrhizal fungi (60g x3) BUY 2 AND GET 1 FREE 

£7.98 



P&P 

£4.95 

1 

£4.95 

ROGN20-25 


TOTAL 



I enclose a cheque/postal order made payable to 
Hayloft (with name and address on the back) 

OR charge my Visa / Mastercard / Maestro card with: 





YOUR DATA PROTECTION PREFERENCES Garden News may also like to contact you by email, post or phone. Please tick ifyou want to be contacted by us [_| Please see our privacy policy atwww.bauerdatapromise.co.uk/. 



Subscribe for just £4.50 a month! Go to www.greatmagazines.co.uk/gn 
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The one-stop SHOP for euery thing 


gardening you Li euer need! 
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BULBS ■ 

MISCELLANEOUS 


1-1 



dejctijeb 

Top Quality, Top Size Bulbs 
Flower Bulb Specialists Since 1868 



&> Appointment la 
H&H iVk:* ^ W&le* 
SuppliaroF Gicircc-n rib-war Bulfai 
•1 da- Joge-r £ Soni LSmHed 
Han! 


NEW SPRING BULBS 

Order direct online at 
www.dejager.co.uk to get a 10 % 

For a FREE Catalogue Tel: 01622 840229 


CHRYSANTHEMUMS 


Chrysanthemums 
- Direct 


Holmes Chapel Road, Over Peover. 
Knutsford. Cheshire. WA16 9RA 


Telephone; 0800 046 7443 sales@ehrysanthemumsdirect.co.uk 

Now is the perfect time to receive Chrysanthemum plants to grow 
stunning flowers, in a cold greenhouse, for Christmas. Our 
American Beauty series are the classic incurved blooms, 
traditionally associated with the festive season. 

We supply full growing instructions with every order. To order 
through our website, follow the link on our home page, or call the 

Freephone number above. 

www.chrysanthemumsdirect.co.uk 


GARDENING DIRECTORY 
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For plants + garden 
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Postfix 

"l if 




THE QUICKEST Way to Fix 
Garden Decor to 
Slotted Concrete and 
Solid Concrete Fence Posts 




PONDS 



Ring for a 



Catalogue 


Water Lilies 
Marginal Plants 
Oxygenators 
Deep Water Plants 
Floating Plants 
Tropical 

Pots & Compost 
Aquarium Plants 



Lincolnshire 
X Fond Plan t 


01472 566970 


www.lincspplants.co.uk 

Old RAF Binbrook. Brookenby. LN8 6HF 



GARDEN TOOLS 


Two Wests & Elliott 

Quality Equipment 

for Greenhouse and Garden 

Our massive range of products means you 
can buy everything you need from one place, including 
Greenhouse Shading • Auto Window Openers 
Louvre Window Kits • Paint On Shading 
Garden Hose • Hose Connectors • Hose Reels 
Drip Watering Systems • Water Matting 
Water Butts • Weeping Hose »,• 

Anti Bird Net • Anti Butterfly Net 
Fruit Cages • Vegetable Cages 
Compost Bins • Weed Burners 
Obelisks • Plant Supports etc. 

call 01246 451 
a free catalogue 

shop online WWW.tWOWi 

Two Wests & Elliott 

(GN) Unit 4 Carrwood Road, Sheepbridge Ind Estate, 
Chesterfield, Derbyshire S41 9RH 
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Sussex Garden 
School. Her 
favourite place 
to visit is nearby 
Sheffield Park 
and Garden. 


When I was first learning about 
plants, 1 visited Kew Gardens 

repeatedly and it’s now a habit. I go 
back to gardens to see how certain 
plants are getting on, how they're 
managing in different weather 
conditions and watch them grow. 

Sheffield Park is a Capability 
Brown landscape of goodness 
knows how many acres. The 

big house is now private flats but 
the National Trust manages the 
gardens. Around the house it's quite 
formal, but as you go exploring it 
becomes less garden and more park. 

I'm always torn between having 
my work head on and relaxing 
and enjoying it. I move from 
head to heart as I get away from 
the formal areas. Near the house, 


I'm always assessing and thinking 
but, when I walk out to the less- 
managed areas I feel the garden 
invigorating my soul instead. 

National Trust gardens are very 
good from a practical point of 
view. They're well laid out with 
good paths and well-designed 
spaces. As a working mother I could 
let the children run on the grass 
while I looked at plants. Going to 
Sheffield Park to look at the autumn 
colour is a family tradition. 

The way in which people 
engage with gardens and 
landscapes underpins all my 
design work. I originally trained 
as a medical doctor and have a 
psychology degree, so I came 
to garden design from a people- 


focused perspective. I really enjoy it 
when novice gardeners get hooked 
- they come back transformed! 

I'm a big fan of pampas grass. It's 
big, but the scale works in the 
setting. There’s also a spot where an 
acer tree hangs out over the water. 
The reflection and the light shining 
through the leaves and sparkling 
on the water is breathtaking. 

I look carefully. There’s a fantastic 
cascade next to a bridge where 
everyone stops, but if you immerse 
yourself you’re rewarded with treats 
you don’t see if you rush past. 

I Sheffield Park and Garden, 
Uckfield, East Sussex TN22 
3QX; www.nationaltrust.org. 
uk/sheffield-park-and-garden. 



Address Garden News, 

H Bauer Publishing, Media House, 

Lynch Wood, Peterborough, PE2 6EA 
Tel 01733 468000 
Emailgn.Letters@bauermedia.co.uk 

Garden N ews magazine is published 52 times a year by 
H Bauer Publishing, registered address Academic House, 
24-28 Oval Road, London NW17DT, Registered number 
LPOG3328. No part of the magazine may be reproduced in 
any form in whole or in part, without the prior permission 
of Bauer. ALL material published remains the copy righ t o f 
Bauer and we reserve the right to copy or edit, any material 
submitted to the magazine without further consent The 


submission of material (manuscripts or images etc) to 
H Bauer Publishing, whether unsolicited or requested, 
is taken as permission to pubLish that material in the 
magazine, on the associated website, any apps or social 
media pages affiliated to the magazine, and any editions of 
the magazine published by our licensees elsewhere in the 
world. By submitting any material to usyou are confirming 
that th e material isyour own original work or thatyou 
h ave permission from the copyright owner to use the 
material and to authorise Bauer to use it as described in 
this paragraph. You also promise thatyou have permission 
from anyone featured or referred to In the submitted 
material to it being used by Bauer. If Bauer receives a 
claim from a copyright owner or a person featured in any 
materiatyou have sent us, we wilt inform that person that 
you've granted us permission to use the relevant materiat 


and you will be responsible for payingany amounts due 
to the copyright owner or featured person and/or for 
reimbursing Bauer for any Losses it has suffered as a result. 
PLease note, we accept no responsibility for unsolicited 
materiaL which is Lost or damaged in the post and we do 
not promise that we will be abLe to return any material 
to you. Finally, white we try to ensure accuracy of 
your material when we publish it, we cannot promise 
to do so. We do not accept any responsible ty for any 
Loss or damage, however caused, resulting from use 
of the material as described in this paragraph. 

COMPLAINTS: H Bauer Publishing is a member of the 
Independent Press Standards Organisation (www. 
ipso.co.uk) and endeavours to respond to and resolve 
your concerns quickly. Our Editorial Complaints Policy 


(including full detai Ls of how to contact us about 
editorial complaints and IPSO's contact details) can be 
found atwww.bauermediacompLaints.co.uk, Our email 
address for editorial complaints covered by the Editorial 
CompLaints Policy is compLaints@bauermedia.co.uk. 

SUBSCRIPTION QUERlES:To contact us about 
subscription orders, renewals, missing issues or any 
other subscription queries please email bauer@ 
subscription.co.uk or call our UK number on 01853 438884 
for overseas call +44185 8 438884. To manage your 
accou nt online visit www.greatmagazines.co.uk/soLo 

BACK ISSUES: To order back Issues please 
call our UK number on 01858 438884 for 
overseas call +441858 438884 
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Practical Solutions for the Home & Garden 


9ft 2!4"Telescopic 

Hedge Trimmer 

Trim the tops of your high 
hedges quickly, easily and 
in complete safety keeping 
both feet on the ground. 

At over 9ft tall, yet weighing a 
mere 3.8kg (just 8.4lbs) it's perfect 

for cutting hedges of almost any 
height and at any angle without 
the twisting, stretching and 
bending or wobbling on ladders 
that you'd have with traditional 
inferior trimmers. 

Specifications: 

• Aluminium pole extends from 1.85m 

(6ft 1 W) to 2.8m (9ft 2 Vi") 

• Cuts stems up to Vi" in diameter 

• 3200 rpm low vibration 450W motor 

• 140 degree angle adjustable, 45cm 
(17%" long)reciprocating blade 

• Padded shoulder strap 



Multi-directional 


ECKAAAN 

Practical Solutions for the Garden 


ORDER BY POST: 

POST TO: ECKMAN (CODE F16GNGT) 

DRMG House, Cremers Road, Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 3US 

-n www.eckman.co.uk/F16GNGT s 0844 441 3010 

I enclose cheque/PO (payable to Eckman) or charge my Mastercard/Visa/Maestro/ Visa Electron Card No: 


Calls cost 13p per minute 
plus network extras 



Security No 

(last 3 digits on 
signature strip}: 

Issue No: 
Name: 



Expiry Date: 


Signature: 



Start Date: 


Address: 


Tel: 

Email: 



We would like to send you information about our range ORDER TOTAL £ 

of products and our latest new lines. If you would prefer not to - 

bearfrom us in this way please tick the relevant box/es □ Post □ Email □ Telephone □ SMS We thinkyou'd 
enjoy some of the latest products and selected offers by post from other trusted retailers, charities, finance, 
travel, FMCG and utility companies. If you would prefer not to receive these by post, please tick this box □. 

To learn more about our trusted partners, see our privacy policy at www.eckman.co.uk - If you wish to change 
your marketing preference at any time, please call customer service. Details of the way we use your data can 
be found on our privacy policy at www.eckman.co.uk. Our standard delivery to UK mainland costs just £4.99 
and takes up to 7 working days. Customers have 28 days from receipt of goods to approve purchase. Customer 
Services: 0203 455 0497. Calls to 0844 numbers are charged 13p per minute plus network extras. Eckman. 
Registered Number 6333962, DRMG House, Cremers Rd, Sittingbourne, Kent, ME10 3US. 














































































































































Bailey’s Celebration 
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Widecombe Fair , Doris 




hayloft 

rare | unusual | exciting 



ACCORDING TO TRADITION, PINKS 
SPRANG UP FROM THE TEARS 
MARY SI I ED AS SHE FOLLOWED 
HER SON TO CALVARY 


Dianthus became the official symbol 
of Mother’s Day and stands for 
maternal and undying love. They have 
everything, beauty, durability and 
sensual heady perfume. Good for 
cutting, flowering for long periods, slug 
and rabbit resistant. Attractive to bees 
and butterflies. 


Unfussy on soil conditions in sun or part 
shade. Height and spread 30-40cm 
(12-16"). Fully hardy perennials. Your 
order is covered by our No Quibble 
Guarantee and will be confirmed 
together with a copy of our latest 
catalogue. Your 

young plants ★Trustpilot 

will be delivered 

within 14 days. 
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SEND THE COUPON TO: Hayloft Plants, FREEPOST RTGR-JAGJ-JETG, Pensham, Pershore WR10 3HB 


GN2520 


NAME & ADDRESS PLEASE SEND 

ITEM CODE 

PRICE 

QTY 

TOTAL 

12 PLANTS (one of each) 

YPDIA12-GN2520 

£12 



P&P (UK ONLY) 




£4.95 

Postcode Tel 


TOTAL DUE 



I enclose Cheque/PO made payable to Hayloft Plants Ltd or please debit my Mastercard/Visa/Maestro 


Please enter the last 3 digits of your 

security code (CV2) 


Card no. 


Expiry date 


Start date 


Issue no 


CV 2 


EMAIL 


Your order confirmation will be sent by email along with any future special offers and you may unsubscribe at any time. 


Calls cost 5p per minute plus your telephone company's network 
access charge. We may send Hayloft gardening catalogues in the 
future, if you prefer not to receive them, please call 01386 562999. 
Occasionally the advertised delivery date may change, however, this 
will be dearly stated on your order confirmation. 


HAYLOFT PLANTS, MANOR FARM NURSERY, PENSHAM, PERSHORE, WORCESTERSHIRE WR10 3HB 













































































